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: SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: : “ors W. ‘JONSON, age 3, operates: 160. acre “fat: at 
Bs _ - ‘Bueyrus, Kansas. Employed by Ke Terminal RR.from - 
823-08. until, 9~28—20, and records of that railroad reflect he was 

“born - 9~23584, at ‘Holliday, Kans. Residents of. Bucyrus. and. Spring 
Hill, Kans. ‘state JOHNSON has been an’ admirer anda fanatic on Russias | 
has ‘stated U. S. needs a’ government ‘like Russia, butvhas not advo= 
cated . the overthrow, of this. government by forces Prior.to World War 
‘EI. JOHNSON informed a néighbor that he was a member of ‘the. Téchnocrats 

Organization. It ais rumored in. the locality of: Bucyrus, Kans. that: 
during the war on) one. July 4th subject flew a red flag at his: residence. 
Subject subscribes “to "The: Daily “Worker and publication "In Fact™.. - 
Subject is stated to have written. numerous letters to.radio commentators 
and newspapers setting forth his views on various ‘current topics.: 

_ JOHNSON. is not. known to be member of Communist. Party but” reads ' Communia=_ 

ORS ‘literature. Subject in Jan. and Feb. 1948 wrote three letters to 

., Congressman ERRETT P.. SCRIVNER of Kansas expressing his views on current 
topics, particularly , the German-Soviet non-agression ‘pact of 8-23=39« 

. JOHNSON stated in these letters that the publication, "The Soviets Ex- 
pected It" ‘by ANNIE LOUISE STRONG, and the "Great Conspiracy.Against — 
Russia" by MICHAEL ‘SAYERS and ALBERT: KAHN, shed ‘a great .deal of light. 

~ on that pact. He also mentions. if these letters GEORGE SELDERS ! publi= . 

_ cation entitled "In Fact" and "Lords of the Fréss'. Subjectatates in one 
letter - that ‘a ‘statement as to the Soviet Union being’ one. of the most. — 
ruthless potential * enemies’ of the world’is nonsense of the lowest, orders 
He also states that the Communists: have the same rights as given to» 
othér political parties and says the Communists he has ‘mown: were outs 

> standing for eiees aia! and culture's; : 
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DETAILS: This tuvestigabion is based on a letter received 
“from Congressman ERRETT P.. SCRIVNER from Washington, 

D. Coy dated 2-14-48; relating that he has been receiving letters 
from one 0. W. JOHNSON, and these letters indicate, that JOHNSON is a- 

re rabid: adherent of Communism s 
By letter’ dated 2-18-48 the. hon Field Office was sensesa to. 
contact Congressman SCRIVNER at Washington, Be C. and obtain the letters 
referred to in his letter of 2-14-48. By letter dated 3-1-48 the Wash- 
ington Field Office forwarded three letters written by subject | to. Con= 
gressman SCRIVNER of the Second Kansas District. “These letters were 
photostated, and. the’ photostatic copies are being retained. in -the files ~ 
of, this. office. Thé originals are being returned to him as per. his re- 
quests: The following are the three. detters received by the one 


"Spring Hill, Kansas 
Jan. 22nd, 1948 


‘Nr. Errett P. Scrivner: 
“Dear Congressmant 


wT thank you for your ‘List of. Farmer 's Bulletins’. our family 
wish you to stand firm against the’ C.MsT. bill.’ This: so called 
exposure of. secret Nazi files is a hoax of a raw nature - cooked 
up by a scared administration not afraid of a foreign foe but 
afraid of. the American people. Everything they pretend secret 
- is to the Soviet German non aggression pact Aug. 23rd, 1939. has, been 
‘known for a long time by anyone who reads the daily press. 


"Pwo books shed much Tight tipon that. pact. 'The Soviets Expected It', 
by Anne. Louise Strong of Kansas City who spent many years in Russia. 
'The Great Conspiracy. Against Russia', Sayers and Kahn - Senator 
Pepper says of the last ‘must reading for all statesmen! 


"You know the story of O; John Rooge 5 why he was fired by Tom Clark 

and Truman. He wanted to make all those documents public, which 

would involve fifty or more very prominent people with shady dealings 

with Hitler. I suggest if it is possible you visit 0. John Rooge 

or contact Geo. Seldes ‘In Fact' N.Y. get the truth first hand then 

demand that all these documents including the recent 'Weidemier Report 
‘on China! be given fully and completely to the American people.. 
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“It is apparent that finaneial groups are deine all that. is within 
their Pome to fan the flames of hate and ware 


Yours for peace and security, 
/s/ Oe We Johnson; Farmer ee oe 
-ligpring Hill, Kansas: 
"Hon. Errett P P. Scrivner? ee 
Dear Sirs < 7 
"Thank you for your candid letter of. Jan, 26th 1948. 


"We here are glad tc. know where you stand on the peace’ time con- 
scription: plan as proposed by leading ‘groups of war mongers. 

Your statement. as to the Soviet Union being one of the most — 
ruthless potential enemies the world has ever seen is nonsense 
‘of the lowest. order, rather say the. enemies of world peace and 
disarmament ‘today are in powerful groups. ‘that are represented _ 
largely within. the N.A.M. and working hand ‘in. glove with them the 
professional politicoes of both parties many of whon | should not. 
be. trusted outaide of mad houses « oat bj 


fe peopile fought, worked and won “the late. war,” paki inspira ation 

in the thought we would achieve peace and disarmament which would 

mean.a fuller and better life for all Americans who toil. We do 
“not intend ‘to have. our hopes. and aspirations smothered by forces . 
of darkness una are clearly discernable bad all who think end: SOC e 


"One Suiidey a ‘phot tim ago the anti Saloon League proddcasting= 
‘from Texas station made\the statement that four gallons of booze was 
consummed within the District of Columbia to one galton anywhere 
else Within the une ted States. 


“Could it bé this Pateh courage - ‘is causing many of | our law makers. 
to become .optimistic and arrogant as to the outcome of. ‘the peoples - 
-mandate as of Nov.; 1948? Your communication of Jan.. 26-1948 
will be given to the seer of the C. i. O. and A. us L. of Kansas 
City, Kansas. 
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tin my last, letter you ignored two tiportant pointe, namely; the. 
Nagi docunients and ‘Report on China, both or partly suppressed. 


nt “ata “mailing you ‘gome’ material which proves our Congress has. 
plenty to do at home, and stop their mediing in affairs of other 
nations, Such as. protecting the financial affairs of the once 
great John Bull, even to the extent of impoverishing the American 
people. The pédple. of this district know little about you, they 
know as’ reported by the papers you took a trip to the far east at 
the. peoples expense , they would feel better I know if you were in 
there fighting against | the criminal misuse of $505 O00 of publee 
neney os eres as reported by Drew Pearson. 


Yours Respectfully, 
/s/ 0. W. Johnson ~R ) 
SE . 


| *Spring i, Kansas 
Feb. LOth 


“Yon. Errett Scrivner: 


“pear Sirt 

' "Your letter of Feb. 4th was a disapointment for several reasons. 
The most important Was. you side stepped the chief contention; 
which was = Thé so called exposure of the Soviet German non’ 
agresssion pact. of 1939 as taken from captured Nazi records in : 

. Berlin coupled with my ‘demand that thé State- Dept. release all of 
such captured documents as 0; John Rooge insisted, coupled with 
the demand they also publish in full the Weidemier report on China. 


"The authors Lo cited produce an overwhe lining abundance of evidence 
cand reasoning that will do much toward convincing the American 
people that the real threat tc world peace is within the ranks of 
American and British imperialism and supporting groups that are 
insane ‘enough | to beleive that America could ever benefit by such . 
an. 1, adventures, 


-iL- 
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as "The point is the authors I cited speak the truth, then does it 
at all matter what their political background is as long as their 
work is outstanding? To illustrate; would you condem 'The decline 
and.fall of the Roman Empire! because Gibbon had little faith in 
Christianity. Let us remember what opposition such mén as Darwin, 
Corpernicus and Galieo encountered.e How church and: state combined 
to smear and deride, but the truth they taught still stands. Even 
something later has happened within the U. S. A. that many of us 

. have not. forgotten.- the story of the Wright Bros. and Billy ..- 
Mitchell. You will remember the chief jokesters of their time was 
within military and congressional circles even a president of. the 

. United States hated Mitchell because: he was trying to explain a 
scientific ‘fact to medieval minds. 


"As late as: “1941 nearly all of the military and political groups 

’ both of England and the U. S. contended the Hed army would succumb 
‘quickly to the German invaders... Many of us knew better, why? be= 
cause we had been reading more honest and reliable aithors. We 
knew the beginning of World iar II was not Sept..1939, but when 

' Japan invaded China.and we were always observing from the stand 
point of truth rather from that of lies and wishful thinking. 


"Soviet leaders now are pointing to a fact that politicians and 
capitalist of this and other countries would like to forget - namely, 

tne U. S., England and France are directly. Fereeneeere for World 

War IT. 


lst. They built the military wight of the Axis powers by furnishing 
them with everything ‘they needed for rearming and by trade agreements 
we know by the name of cartels many books by reliable authors prove 
this ‘Germanys. Master Plan! by Borkin and Welsh. 2nd Failing to form 
an alliance with the U.S.S.R. in the early 30's to. stop rearmament. 

. Trisaiding of Hitler was based upon the: desire of powerful groups to 
see Germany destroy the U.S.5.R. 


''%o deny this Congressman Scrivner, would equal to denying that the 
Pacific ocean doesn't wash our Nesters Coast or tell redwood trees 
do not grow in California. 


"The last paragraph of ‘your letter I’ think shows Seatly why the 
«U.S. and the 'U.8.5.R. are not farther advanced along the poet of | 
“" peace and understandings 
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iths to Geo. Seldes I a to ask you af you have. ever. yoad his” 
tLords of, the. Press! can you deny the great service: he has done: 
and, will do for the people: of this nation? - Do you fora minute 
beleive that the vast majority of the,.press: and radio. speaks for 
: the best - interest of the American people? Since you have. derided, . 
Communist ~ I wish to remind you there, are many people within aes 
your district who are not anti communist and who are seeking | facts 
and they will. not be deceived by the crude lies. of the N.Ashs 
and. others. I. lived many years under the, shadows , of: 'Tom!s Town', 
similar conditions. existed in every, large oity in the United. States. 


‘Wphe Sana. of the gapapiiee and Democratic. parties are replete 
with corruption, misrule and betrayal. ; 


"Now the ‘story of communist parties throughout: the ‘world is different 
from, Russia to China, therefore I cannot understand your. extreme — 
readiness to discount the truth as advanced by communist. Under our 
constitution and - laws. they have the same rights as gi.ven. 40 any other 
political party. And I will say in closing that all of the communist 
men cr women I have known were outstanding for intelligence and 
culture. 


Yours for disarmament and peace, . 


[s/o We Johnson — i it 


Captain Le L. RICHARDSON, of the Kansas State Highway Patrol, Iola, Kansas, 
advised on 10-12-41 that Mr. WILLIAM GRIFFETH, Superintendent of Schools 

at Bucyrus, Kansas, advised him that he, GRIFFETH, called on the 0. W. 
JOHNSON home regarding their son who at that time lost some money in 
school, and about all the subject could talk ahowt was Russia's superiority, 
and gave. hin some “ Communistic , literature believed to have been printed in 
New York « GRIFFETH also told ‘him .that JOHNSON was all WEBppes up in the 
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Russian ‘Governnaey and Commnistic ideas, and is truly sincere in His 
‘Red! béliefs JOHNSON appeared to be well ‘versed in that. type of liter- 
ature, according to GRIFFETH. . GRIFFETH also informed Captain. RICHARDSON 
that. several years prior to 1941 a few "Red" ‘pamphlets were. handed out, 
possibly by ROBERT JOHNSON, son of subject, to: the JOHN WIL LIAMS ! - 
children-at Bucyrus to take to school. At that time GRIFFETH was ‘con=" 
ducting a ‘class on the Bee Ieee of “The. Gonstitution"« ; 
Captain RICHARDSON also interviewed ire. JOHN LASKIE,. 1900 Es. asth 
Street, Topeka, Kansas ;. and Mr. LASKIB advised that he formerly oper=. 
ated.a “Pilling station at. Bucyrus , Kansas; and that JOHNSON was a customer 
of hiss Oftentimes LASKIE said subject wanted to bring some Communistic 
literature: for him to read, and that Mrs. JOHNSON had told him (LASKIE) 
that..subject reads Communistic literature all of the time and preaches. 
it to his oldest son, but. that. the son. does not think. much of it. Mr. 
LASKIE ‘pointed : ‘out that. subject. did not-have any associates other than.. 
an occasional caller from Kansas City,.but it was understood at that - 
time ‘that ‘he. attended meetings in Xansas Oity.:. It. was the belief of 
Mir, ‘LASKIE in October,-1941; that subject could -be. ‘influenced: ue carry 
on “Gommunis tic: Setint ties ina most Bedi stows natures os 


Subjects ‘actions Aes Sstiiier ee baer aotiosd ever since ie named 
into the. vicinity. of Bucyrus. about, five years prior to 1941, according to 


' LASKIE:.. In October 5 1941, subject owned and operated a dairy located 2s | 


miles west and 35. miles south of Bucyrus, and’ delivered milk to homes in 
Kansas’ City, Kansas and Kansas Citys Missouri. 


On 8-20-40 Mir. M. JACOBSON, of 4636 Bell, Kansas City, Missouri, advised 


that ©. W. JOHNSON of ‘Bucyrus ; Kansas; an American who operated the Maple 
‘Leaf. Da BATY » . was in his opinicn:a Communist... He further stated that . « 


: subject. used: to write letters apparently of this type indicating his be= 


liefs in the People's Colum in the Kansas: City Journal, This, according 
to JACOBSON, had ‘taken place prior to’ 1940, and at the time ‘Mr. JACOBSON. 
‘made this informaticn available it had been discontinued: . He . had no 


“further information. regarding 0. ©. SENS CH 


dn December, 1941, OTTO. MURPHY of the Independent Dairy Coes: ae 


_ Health Department Inspector, who first became acquainted with subject 
about 1920, advised that JOHNSON for seven or eight years prior to 1941 


delivered. milk into Kansas City, Kansas and Missouri for the Maple Leaf . 


. Dairy... MURPHY. stated that subject carried a gun and: ammunition, in his 
milk truck; that he seemed. to be of a rather violent nature; and.that he. 


had expressed Communistic tendencies many times. Further, he said that 
JOHNSON § advocatesthe Over Enror 2 the Government by force , if necessary. . 


er 
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MURPHY further stated that it was his opinion that subject is a. fanatic 
along economic lines, and he described the subject as being a "nut". 


"Mri DONALD PORTER, manager of the Kansas City Bottle Exchange, advised 
_ in December, 1941, that subject is well read on Russia, Russian methods 


of Government, and the Russian economic set-up. He stated that he knew 
subject carried a gun, and that subject had expressed himself as saying — 
no one would be able to bother him, According to PORTER, JOHNSON did 
not define what he was protecting himself frome He also related. that 


subject seemed to be a fanatic. 


The following investigation was conducted by the writers 


At Spring Hill, Kansas 
‘Mr. 3 , BE. GAY, postmaster, advised that it was generally rumored in the 
_vieinity of Spring Hill and Bucyrus that during World War II subject on 


oné occasion flew a red flag at his residence. He related that he did - 
not recall any specific date and had only received the information from ~ 


others whom he could not.identify at this time. He also mentioned that 


subject at the present time is circulating a petition and urging the 
election of Henry Wallace for Presidency. He mentioned that subject re= 
sided in the vicinity of Bucyrus for at least the past 10 or 12 years, » 


“with the exception of a short period of time during the war when JOHNSON 


was éaployed by the North American Aviation Co. at Kansas City, Kansase -- 


irs. GAY was also of. the opinion that during World War II he had heard 


from some source that subject was sympathetic to the German cause. but 
had-no definite information along those lines. He did not consider 


‘gubject mentally unbalanced; but said that JOHNSON in some ways was pe~ 


culiar, although he seemed to be. well versed on Governmental. issues and: 
the world situation as a whole. ‘This indicated to him that JOHNSON had © 
above the average intelligence, although when expressing his opinions he 


leaves the impression that he is a fanatic. on political and governmental. 


- topics. GAY could not recall subject ‘receiving- any mail from a foreign | 


_praising Russia, but he was not considere 


country; but did point out that he receives the "Daily Worker". As far | 


as he knew subject’ didnot belong to any organizations and was definitely 


certain that he did not have a following in that community. He said 


the citizens in the area more or ‘less: put up'with his rambling talk 
d an individual who was danger= 
ous s° in his opinione:.: . ee 


Wir. GAY mentioned that subject's wife 'smame is BLSIE, with whom he re= ~ 


sides on approximately a 160 acré farm located between ‘Bucyrus and 
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Spring’ Hill. His records reflected that subject h had two - sons, "ROBERT: 
and EUGENE, but those two individuals are not. eeaenee ne with qubjest or 
his wife. _ . ae oe 


Mrs GaY “further advised. that: a. check of the money oder’: sent from nis 


- post: office. for the past four years did not reveal any information of 


value , as the majority of the money orders were sent to mercantile 
agencies.and mail order houses. .It. was. his opinion that JOHNSON was. not. 
a patriotic American, although from information that he had been able to 
ascertain. in that community, subject was born in the United States. 


He advised that he knew subject: had. cavead on. various:. conversations. in - 

the, barber ‘shop: ‘of HAROLD DEY. at Spring Hill, and had numerous doriverda~: 
tions with FRED FILKINS, who. presently operates a shoe shop in the 800° 
block on Massachusetts Ave. in Lawrence, Kansas. This shoe shop is lo= 
cated on ‘the east gide of the street and in a leather goods store... Purther, 
Mr. GAY mentioned that FRED PILKINS formerly was a neighbor of subject 
‘when “Subject. resided in Kansas. City, Missouri, and formerly operated a 

shoe: Sepair shop at Spring Hill and still resides cas that ‘commun ty s-- 


JACK ‘pTimons; ‘eured ‘mail carrier, advised: that JOHNSON: recently. asked hii- 
what he thought of Wallace. TIMMONS said that he did not think too much . 
of hin,- and. subject then asked. him whether he was a member of. the American 
Legions ..He replied in the affirmative, and subject went on to state, ° 
"The little fellows: have to stick together and. cooperate to. beat. the big 
fellow: and put Wallace into office.® JOHNSON also asked him how he felt re 
about compulsory . military training, and before he could reply; subject 
went on to orate to him his feelings and beliefs concerning compulsory « 
military training. TIMMONS stated subject was definitely against aes 
military training and rearmament of the United States.: - JOHNSON was ‘stratght~ 
forward. in telling him too. that: he did! not approve of: the American Legion, 
and ‘said some thing concerning the foreign governments’ views on military 


training and organizations, but he. caild not. recall. what country was. men=. . 


tioned or the statement made by JOHNSON, as he was ‘becoming pans es with 
the sonyersation. ane desired to. leave hime ao 


TIMMONS’ ‘stated ‘thas. subject : receives the publication «In Fact". He baa - 

in the past had delivered magazines, but could not recall the name of any : 
of them... He could not furnish any information as. to whether subject was 

a member of any organization, and at no time did.he have any conversations. - 
with subject relative to JOHNSON'S pro-Russian viewpoints as had other. 
individuals in that locality. He also mentsonpd that the entire area 


a 
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around Bucyrus had information that dur ing the war subject. was ale _ 
leged to have flown a red flag. Inasmuch as he was away from that 
community between 1942 and 1945, he. could not state whether this 

‘was definitely true or just @ rumor, It was TIMMONS' opinion that 
subject is mentally sound, but a fanatic on Russia. He said that | 
almost all the people in that comunity pay little or no attention to 
his remarks, and subjeot appears to have no following. At the 
present time he mentioned that the only nae eete on the JOHISAN 
farm are subject and his wife. 


’ He also recalled that in the past he has taken letters from JOBNSON 
to be mailed, and those letters were addressed to some of the know. 
radio commentators and some of the newspaper writers. He could not 
recall any specific individual to whom subject has been writing. 


GLENN MELTON, owner of the Mobilgas Station, ddvised that the only 
conversation he had with sbject was concerning Henry Wallace, He 
said subject was campaigning for Wallace and tried to influence his 
thinking along those lines. He also advised.that subject is a customer 
of his and never in his presence has he criticiged the U. S. Govern- 
went or spoken in favor of Russia or any other foreign power. He said 
that he had heard from. various people in town and in that community -’ 
that subject was pro-Russian, and that his sympathies were with the 
Communists, but he himself had no direct informationeoncerning this. | 
‘He also heard the rumor concerning the red flag alleged to have been 
flown by JOHNSON, but had no details concerning that. He suggested _ 
- that ong WALTER CRAWFORD, @ farmer residing near the JOHNSON farm, be 
interviewed as he thought possibly CRAWFORD might have some first-. 
hand anformation, relative to subject. 


Mr. R.A, DUNMIRE, Vice-President and Cashier, Spring Hill State Bank, 
advised that subject at one time did a little business with that bank. 
but at the present time has no account. Hs said that he has heard 
from numerous individuals conseming subject's pro-Russian attitude. : | 
These conversations he mentioned were almost always one-sided, with 
subject doing the majonity. of the ‘talkinge In numerous cases he said. 
individuals to whom subject addressed his remarks became angry and al- 
most wound up in a fight. He said that subject desires to make himself 
appear an authority on government issues, and apparently does quite a ' 
bit of reading, because he has heard JOHNSON make quotes to other _ 
individuals. DUNMIRE said that he has had little or no conversations: —. ou 
with JOHNSON, and the conversations that he did heve with him were of . 
a@ business nature and did not involve any current topics or governmental 
issues. He further advised that he was positive subject had no associates 
or following in that community, as most of the individuals put up with 


hin. Ses gular and then disregarded the remarks made by: hime. 
( 
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Peres Lo Mir. DUNMIRE, . the subject's. wife some six or.seven years ago 


had a very poor’ ‘reputation in that community. He said- the entire con. 
munity gossiped about Mrs.: JOHNSON'S. activities with various men in that 
community.’ ‘He pointed out that from: individuals with whom he had .con~’, 
versed he ‘aseortained. that Urs. JOHNS ON*S: morals were OEY POOF, 


He suggested that JOHN. ‘LASKIE, ‘Teetondaive, formerly’ of: Bucyrus. 


and. presently ehployed in the, State Income Tax Department at. Topeka, 

Kansas ,: ‘should be. interviewed. -He-also suggested that S. H.. WINKLER, a- 
farmer residing in the. vicinity of the JOHNSON farm, as well as ARCH: 

HOOK, “poultry” and egg degler, resided at Bucyrus. and should se: ‘interviewed. 


Mr. DUNMIRE stated that subject a ‘the present time - is: igparastag. his 
farm: and is not engaged in any dairying activities. He also advised. that 
subject: in the past used to write to the editors expressing his views on 
current” topics, but he has not seen any articles appear in a newspaper 

at. Kansas City,..Missouri: under subject's name or initials for quite some 
time. ace ag eaid;uanally eae ‘in the column "Jha Reader's Mind". 


LEONARD DAWSON, proprietor of a grocery. ‘pttre, advised ‘that from. about 

1937 to about 1945 he. operated a Star Route at Bucyrus and Spring Hill, 

and although he had numerous ‘conversations with. subject he couid not re=- 
call any definite statements or- opinions éxpressed by him. He did, however, 
remember that all the statements made were pro-Russian. In fact, he... 
said that JOHNSON: appeared to be a.fanatic on that subject, and. at one time 
wanted. to show him a magazine, but he could: not recall +the name of that 
magazine. He further related that on oné occasion during the war he re-. 
called ‘that subject told him that the Russians would never crack ‘and would 
‘come out of the war triumphant. - He said this was about the-time that 
Germany was making progress in Russian territory. DUNMERE pointed out 

that subject; in his opinion, appeared to be :"a soap box orator who liked 
to impress the people’ in tht community with the fact that he reads con- 
siderable literature; ‘and therefore has the current topics well in mind. 

He did not consider subject dangerous to the community, nor did he believe 
that subject hada followings. To the best ‘of his knowledge’. subject re=. ’ 
‘ceived most ‘of his information pertaining to Russia from. magazines or -) 
books, and not from attending organizational meetings...He did point out, 
however ; that subject. in ‘his opinion was the type of individual: who was so | 
bound ‘up: in his: pro-Russian attitude that he would be the type of individual 
who ac be, ted easily, or influenced by any subversive group. . 


Relative to Mra.) JOHNSON he also pointed. eu the poor reputation that 
she maintained in\that:comminity some five to seven years ‘ago, but to the 
best of his knowledgeshe -did not. take part.in any conversations with other 
individuals in thé ‘community: hor did she i a al opinions eueh as 
subject does on- Reels. Sarake : 


ele) - : 2 


Pkt ene cor 


“NW! 52981 Docld:34364360 Page 12 


KC, 100-1717 


‘Mr. DANSON suggested that BILL MELTON, manager of the Blacker Lumber Co. 
at Bucyrus, be. contacted as he understood that aubject had numerous) 
arguments with MELTON. ~ See eee: ie es 

‘At Bucyrus, Kensas | - | 
Urs. FRANCES: Z. WOLF, postmaster, advised after checking her money order 
records, that on 11-13-47 Money Order #46481 in the amount of $2.50 was 
mailed by Mrs. 0..W. JOHNSON, Route 2, to the publication "In Fact", 280 
Lafayette Street, New York City. She said that the “JOHNSON family re- 


ceived their mail through the Spring Hill post office, although occasionally 


Mrs. JOHNSON secures a money order from that post office. She said that’. 
from time to time she héars-of individuals in town who become involved in 
an argument with subject because of his pro-Russian statements and attitude, 
but that she herself has never had any discussion with him. ‘She said Mrs. 
JOHNSON. was very. quiet and never engaged in any conversations pertaining 
to this country or to Russia. She pointed out that subject had.one son, 
‘ROBERT, who was in the Army during World War II, and she was of the. |. 
‘opinion he had two or three daughters, none of whom were living at home. 
She suggested that Mr.. JESS D. CAMP, a reliable farmer at Bucyrus, be. 
_contacted as he resides in. the vicinity of the JOHNSON farm. 


“Mr. JOHN ROMAN, Superintendent of Schools, was. contacted but could not - 


furnish any information pertaining to subject. — 


‘Mr. CARL WOLF, Asst. Manager, Blocker Grain Go., advised that subject 
“had resided in that community for the past 12 years or so, and over that.. 
‘span of years he has, always known JOHNSON. to be. pro-Russian. Before World. 
War IT he recalled JOHNSON telling him that, the Russians had better living 
conditions than the Americans. He pointed out that. anybody who wanted to 
‘gould converse with subject, and he. did not hesitate in expressing his 
_pro-Russian viewpoints. He pointed out that around.the past Christmas. . 
subject mentioned to him that his children were going to,be.at his farm 
_for Christmas dinner... However, instead of stating it just in that fom, | 


subject told him that there would be a group of Communists on his farm. 


for Christmas dinner. . It was his-opinion that subject stated this infor~ 
mation in that manner. because he had previously become involved in an ar+ 
gament with JOHNSON. over subject's campaigning for Wallace. He said there 
_was no doubt in his mind that. subject was a‘leover. of Russia’, but did not. 

pelieve subject advocated the overthrow of this country by force or vio- 
lence. . He got the impression that JOHNSON wanted the Russian type of 
government in this country and is continually talking about the big — 

. financiers and the big money men ruling or controlling.everything in the 


f oo 8 


, 7 4 

; Z | 
: “| 

. i 

f 
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United States. From time to time he recalls. subject quoting some - >: 


statement that he read in a book or magazine, and mentioning the. name 
of the individual who wrote the article, but those names were not 
familiar to him and he made no note of them. He said generally he, - 


as well as other. members in the community , consider subject harmless 


‘and "just put up with him". — 


Mr...WOLF said. when he. had the argument with him at Christmas, he’was 
about ready. to throw JOHNSON, out of the store, but he did recall subject 
stating. that "he'd never, see the light if he didn't read or take into. 
account some other opinions other’ than what he reads in the newspapers. 
Never’ in his presence .did subject mention that he was a member ‘of any. 
organizaticn, and as far.as he knew no one had ever told him that sub- .. 


. ‘Jeet had attended any meetings ‘in Kansas City, or elsewhere which involved .; 


the Communist Partye . 0... 


DURAH W. WATTS, former Comiahder of the John P.' Hand American Legion 


Post; at Louisburg, Kansas; and presently Deputy Sheriff out of Paola, 
Kansas, advised that he at one time worked ata filling station at Bucyrus. 


and has lived in that’ community for.a great number of years. .He said that 
JOHNSON would enter into, a conversation with him at any timé regarding 

the Russian form of government and would go. into detail explaining the 
conveniences in Russia together with details, pointing out that their... 
Government is better than the U- S. Government. Along these lines subject — 
told him that in Russia everybody hes a nice modern and well equipped home 
with plenty to eat,’ and everyone is on an equal plane, with no worries. © 
This statement was made to him about six months ago, and when other con= 
versation was engaged in at Bucyrus. = ot ne 


“WATTS previously and at that time asked subject: why he did not go to 


Russia to live if he loved that country as he says he does, and subject 
told him that he had no desire to go. to Russia, stating that the United 
States was a fine country, but what this country needed was the Russian 

type of government over here. He pointed out that subject does not be~ 
lieve most of the information set forth in the American Press, .and claims 
that the Russian papers, as well as Communist literature; is more. authentice 
There was no doubt in, his mind that JOHNSON was well advised on the. Russian 
Government as well as the Communist policies, as he appeared to read that 
type of literature almost exclusively. This pro-Russian attitude of sub- 
ject, according to WATTS; has been existent for at least ten yearse He 


- understood that-when subject's children were younger, they took some. Com= 


munist literature into, the Bucyrus School at one time. During the past 10 
years he mentioned he had numerous arguments with JOHNSON, and takes a: 
delight in taking the, opposite viewpoint of subject to get him inte a : 


' heated argument e 
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About 1934 or 1935, when subject had a milk route, he had some sort of in- 
signia'on his truck, and JOHNSON pointed out that the insignia was an insig= 
nia of the Technocrats. JOHNSON at that time said that he was a member of 


that organization, and had in fact invited him to some of their meetings. | 
To the best of his knowledge subject had not become a member of the 


“Communist Party and does not speak of the Communist Party when reiterating 


his pro~Russian remarks. He. did point out that subject is a great ad=.. 
mirer of Stalin and during World War II recalied subject saying that, Stalin 
could get.to the Germans any time he wanted. This statement was made, about 
the. time Germany was overrunning the Russian territory. To the best of © 
his knowledge subject.had never made any. visits to Russia. and has: not gone 
out, of town to any pro-Russian meetings. During one Fourth of July during 
the last war-he said individuals in the area of Bucyrus had mentioned that 
subject flew a red flag at his residence instead of an American flag. He 
thought that perhaps R. R. CRANFORD, residing in the rear of the post 


office, could furnish some, information regarding this incidente 


WATTS pointed out that generally speaking subject is not critical of Con- . 


‘gress, of the President, or the unions. -He said in his, opinion subject 
ad when reading literature tries to adapt his read= 


has a "one track. mind", and 

ing material to. his pre-Riissien thinking Subject in no way is discreet, in 
his cmversations and will. discuss Russia with anyone. WATTS thought that 
JOHNSON was not dangerous. to the community, but. was the type of individual | 
who would be easily persuaded by individuals sympathetic to Russia in the 
event this country got into war with Russia. He considered subject. men= 
tally sound but a fanatic on Russia or Staline He has no following in-the 
commnity as far as he knew and the individuals generally put up with his 
conversation for a matter of minutes, and then either argue with him or ~ 
walkanay from hime oo a 


WATTS said that Mrs.. JOHNSON did not maintain a good reputation in the. 
community, but he did want to point out that she does not engage in any 
of the. conversations with individuals in the community such as does the. 
subject. His two sons are not residing at home, and as far as he could 
recall they were not of the type to voice their opinions. WATTS could |. 
not recall ‘subject at any time advocating the overthrow of the. U. S. 
Governnent by force or violence. 

WATTS. concluded by stating that subject's brother-in-law and sister, who. 
reside in Kansas City, Missouri, do not associate with subject very. much 
because of his pro-Russian attitude. “8 : 


a 1, = 


i, Geely EOS ciety She a, as aise 
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‘At Olathe, Kansas 


GLENN ABEL, Deputy Sheriff, advised that they have received no con~ 
plaints regarding subject. It is to be noted in this regard that 
SpringHill is in Johnson County, Kansas, and comes under the juris~ 
diction of the sheriff's office at Olathe, but that Bucyrus is under 
the sur teatonicn of the sheriff's office at Paola, Kansas. 


ERNIE MESSNER, proprietor of a clothing store, advised that he was not 
acquainted with Subject. He suggested that KING DE TAR,: proprietor of 
a filling station arid Commander of an American Legion Post at Spring 
Hill, be contacted. 


Mr. F.. RE BREINER, of the Oak Investment Go., advised that he was ac= 
quainted with subject, but that Mr. H. P. THOMAS, Vice-President of the. 
First National Bank, formerly was a resident at Bucyrus, and he thought 
he could furnish valuable information regarding subject. 


At Kansas City,. Missourd 


Mr. D. E. TROUTMAN, Clerki-of the Sapettatenieners Office, Kansas City 
Terminal Railroad, made available the files relative to OTIS JOHNSON, which 
reflected he was employed there from 8=3-08 to 9=28-20 as a fireman and 
engineer. On the latter date he was dismissed for holding two jobs at the 
same time. In 1920 he and his wife operated a grocery store in Kansas. 
City, Kansas, and this was objectionable from the railroad's point of Views 


These files show that he was born 9-23-84 at Holliday, Kansas; that his’ wife 
is ELSIE A. JOHNSON; that his father was JOHN H. JOHNSON of Lenexa, Kansas, 
who in 1908 was living. His mother at that time was deceased. ~ Previous 
to being employed by the Kansas City Terminal Railroad he was working for 
the Missouri Pacific Railroad as a fireman from 7-8+07 ‘to 7=25408 0 There 
was no information in his file as to his loyalty to this country. 

Mr. D. PENNINGTON in charge of Sunday Desk Editorials,. and Mrs He. “s 
HAGGERTY, in charge of the Reader's Mind Desk, both of the Kansas ety “ 


Star newspaper, advised that they do not file any articles printed - 


coming from the public, nor do they a any of the ore letters “sent 
to them by citizens. 


S a “ee 


‘The records of the Kansas City Star newspaper morgiie were eee es 


to subject, and they did not contain any articles written by subject. to - 
the newspaper. The files, however, did contain a news article. entitled, 
"Fined on Milk sean "0. We. Johnson accused of Sale of Unclean, Products". 


= 15-- 7 * ‘6 eyed 


i 


fe . cee = . , Vereen 
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This article appeared under dateline of 12-18-44, And stated that 
JOHNSON, operator of the Maple Leaf Dairy, Bucyr 


» Kansas, was fined 


$50.00.in. the South Side Court after he had been/found guilty of sell- 
ing unclean, misbranded and a i ila teveted ilk in Kansas poela 


MWissourls Sy 


The. pesorae’ of. ‘the Kansas citys 1 Kansas Poli eae ie 


as. ‘to. ‘OFIS We aaa 


The records of the. Kansas City, iiesourd olice Donatne nt reflect that 


subject was arrested on 9-3=26. for carel aS ‘erivings and the. case was. 


dismissed the following days 


The records of the Merchants Gredit 
1943, subject was employed by the North American Aviation Co., and re= 
sided: at the Reid Hotel , Kansas City/, Missouri.: His wife at that time 
was: émployed'as.a clerk at the Park 


au reflect Gs ieee 


iew Drug Store, 10th and Locust. 


Thére was no other perkauien® information in the, files of the credit 


bureaue-.. 


Conf idential Informant 


‘whose identity is known to the Bureau, 


advised that OTIS. W. JOHNSON was not a member of the Communist Party 


at Kansas . City Missouri. 


The "folowing is ‘a desorption of subjectt 


Name: 
Residence 
Occupation 
Marital status 
Sex 
Golor. 
. Born 
- Height 
. Weight 
Eyes: 
Hair. 


OTIS We JOHNSON 


Rt. 2, Spring Hill, Kans. 
Farmer 

Married, wife, ELSIE JOHNSON | 
Male | 

White . & 5 
9-23-84, Holliday, ‘Faosas 
57m 


165-170 


Brown 
peomnserys Bee eyebrons 


~PENDING- 


ee re 


‘NW 52981 Docid:34364360 Page 17 


KC, 5 100-1727. — LRADS._ 
THE LOS. ANGELES. DIVISION 


oat INGLEWOOD, CALIFORNIA, will contact the Public Relations. Dept.. 
of: the. No. American Aviation Co. and ascertain from their records and 
investigate any information relative to the subject, who was employed 
during 1943 at their.plant at Kansas City, Mo. Particular attention 
should be: given as to. subject's background and expression of his 
loyal ty or disloyalty to this: ger 


THE KANSAS crty DIVISION | 


| ar BUCYRUS, KANSAS, will interview the following individuals who 
| are reported to-be reliable and ina oe to. furnish information 
. regarding: publeges 


‘ a WALTER CRAWFORD, Rt. 2 
; _. ARCH HOOK, poultry. and egg distributor. 
_§. H. WINKLER, farmer ~ 
JESS D. CAMP, farmer 
RR. R. CRAWFORD, residing in the rear of. the post office | 
BILL MELTON, Hemneer) Blocker Lumber Coe 


At SPRING HILL, KANSAS 


HAROLD DEY, besver. 
KING DE TARR, Aone station proprietor 


AT TOPERA, KANSAS 


JOHN LASKIE, onpinyed: in the State Income Tax Bureau, formerly 
a resident of: Bucyrus : 


AT JANEENCE, EANSAS. 


FRED FILKENS, “proprister of the shoe repair shop located on the 
east side of. the, street in the 800 .block. on, Massachusetts Ave. 


a resident of Bucyrus, was formerly a neighbor of subject in 
Kansas City,. Missourl. 


: AT PAOLA, KANSAS, will: make a check of the sheriff's: office to as~ 


have: been received aaa to qubject's loyalty, or disloyalty.. 


want 


Se 17 a 
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This shoe repair. shop is lecated in a leather goods store. FILKENS 


certain if subject, has a.record with that department or if any complaints. 


Office Memorandum « . ‘ pNrtep STATES GOVERNMENT 


2 


SAC, Los “Angeles i a -DATE: May 19, 1948 


ca : SAC, Kang as oe Sie eas a 


saa 6 OTIS W. ean ee with aliases a 4% 
a SECURITY - ¢ oe i an 


Reference is ‘made: to dpe: ae of Special Agent ROBERT F, FETZNER 
dated March 31, 1948, at Kansas City, Missouri. ‘ 


; : It is ‘requested that:a photograph of the ‘Subject be obtained and 
forwarded to this office from the files of the North American Aviation 
Company at Inglewood, California, as this office has ho source from which 

., to obtain Ong. 


/ rae . gp PE he 
é . is : 


RFF:VMD 2 


100-1717 . ‘ pclae ces eae eter vee Wea é By 
ot tre 4 nb lieth Ya ae ae 
EDERAL BI REAL OF INVEST IGATION, | 
. | Us ewes SSaTiCg : : , 
o | | | 


MAY 21 794g 


ay LOS ANG ANGEL. ES Pie a ofrice -§ 
jj 


exareit 


Y . SOS SIE: 
\ 1 ROUDER To blew LONE 
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STANDARD STORM NO. 64 i . 
~s ate, : ben 
a 


Office Memorandum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : SAC, Los Angeles | ak DATE: June 10, 1948 
ROM: 7 
sez SAC, vanaas oO pe Q.ullS ach 
SUBJECT: OTIS W. JOHNSON, was. yo 
INTERNAL SECURITY =~ C . , AIR MAIL 


SPECIAL DELI VERY 


Reference is made to report of Special Agent ROBERT - 
F. FETZNER dated 3-31-48 and Kansas City letter to your office. © 
dated May 19, 1948. 


In both the above-referenced report and letter, your 
office was requested to conduct an investigation at Inglewood, 
California, but to date no report has been submitted covering 
the requested eee at the North American Aviation 


Company e 


Inasmuch as this one lead can be covered in the 
regular course of business by agents calling at the North 
American Aviation plant, it would be appreciated if the mtter 
would be expedited by your offices 


RFF*RH 
100-1717 


ISTICE 


JUN 11 1g 


LOS ANGELES FIEL LD DOFFICE 


) PU) Ldde M. 


‘PigiaEe 


iF Tee ants ah OF INVESTIGAT ON 


' 
7 


iY 
a 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | - 
eh cant AT Kansas City: e , FILE NO. 100-26113 


REPORT MADE AT a ' DATE\WHEN MADE i PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
‘ : ' WHICH MADE 


LOS ANGELES G-21-48 | dels 6-G-4O | PAUL HW. GIBBS 

TITLE’ . 

es CHANGED . ‘ 5 a euiies ay wa fh Ae ¥; Pe “83 Ta. 
KOTIS WILLIAM JANSON | -EitenwaL ssourtey ¢ 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
d 


Subjeet's personnel file at North Averican Aviation , Ine. 
reviewed and pertinent information set forth. No photograph 
of. subject available. , 


REFERENCE: ‘Report of GA ROBERE F wi frauen, Kansas City, March 31, 1948. 
- Kansas City memorandum to Les Angeles dated May 19,. 198. 


DETAILS: 
The title in this case is s being marked changed to reflect the full - 


name of the subjett, OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON, which was obtained fran the records 
.| of North American Aviation, Inte, Itiglewood, California, 


The personnel record of the gubject at North Ameriean Aviation, Inc. 
reflects ‘the following information: 


JOANSON filed an wetation for employnent wath forth American Aviation, 
e 4 inc., Kansas City, Missouri, on January 9, 1943 at vhich time bis address was 
2821 Clasna, Kansas City, Kansas. His wife was listed ag ELSIE A, JOHNSON and 
she was born in Kansas City, Kansas. ‘he subject's father was aaabe dt as JOHN . 
HARDEN JGHNSON and he wag born in arenes 


Subject 's “paferences were listed as: "WALT RE OLSON, 45th and Bell Streets, 
Kansas City, Missouri. and bial CITY BANK, 43rd and State Line » Kansas City, 
Missouri, 


OCONWAR pete aS eae er ‘DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT sO / 


3 Bureau 
| Kansas City 
2 fi af 

2} Lg Angeles 


t 
. hE : 
§ N \f z a U. &. GOVRRNMENT PRINTING OFFIC: 7-—-2034 
a : 
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. Subject 's application reflected that he owned hie om homo, head 
five ° setidven and the sereon te notify in case of accident wag ELSIE. ae JGHRSON. 
dORNSCH TS. Graft board was Listed as Local Bragt Seard gi, Byandotte Geunty, 202 _ 


Kresge Divd., Kaneas Ghby. » Kaeese 


SGQNSON was hired as a tool crib attendant at 60¢ per how’ on January 


“26, 1943 and hewas termineted on April, 9, 1945 at <hieh tise he was making 


§1.,00 per hour. ‘Subject signed an affidavit dated Jamary 22, 1943 indlesting 
that he was not a member of the Communi st Party en the Cerman-lmerican Bund. 
Subject is eligible for rehire, 


| Ee. 


fue following ie a description of the edbjents 


Haine OTIS GILLIAN JoNusox 
badress (last known) Route 2, Spring H Hill, Saneas. 
Age 63, born Sept. 23, 1884, at Chanteun, Raasas. 
Hace hite 
Height 5 68 
Beight si os «Rao ibs. 
Hair Brow. 
Eyes  &romm 
Seare and marks one ; 
Seelal Seturity he. $13-20-300% 
Rife . ELSIE A, dOHNSOS 
Brother GOWER B. dORHCON me 
; 2821. Sisana, Zansas City, Kansas 
Sen OFS Ay. JEAUSON 


Ho photograph ef subject waa available at Herth Amorieen Aviabion, 


shone 
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_ SAC, KANSAS CITY aa? _——. August 2, 1950 
SAC, LOS ANGELES 


OTIS RILLIAM JOHNSON 
_ INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
(Kansas City file 100-1717) ; 


Mrs. ELSIE OWENS, 1137 South Geranio Drive, Alhanbra, California, 
telaphorie ATlantic 15300, telephonically advised this office on July 31, 1950, 
at 10:15 A.M. that the above captioned resided at Rural Route 2, Spring Hill, 
Kansas, had a library in his home consisting of Russian and Communistic books. 
She stated that subject's wife is her long'time friend.and she does not beliave 
that subject himself is dangerous in the evént of war with Russiae She does 
/ not think that he is a member of the Comminist Party nor has ever been to any 
meetings, but she does know that he reads books of this type and maintains a 
large library. She described subject as follows: 


ay 


Vihi. te, 
50 years of age to 556 
” 5 ’ 1" : 
180 Lbs. 
Dark complexion 
' Dark hair and eyes 
Scars or marks.= none . 
Occupation = farmer. 


This is being furnished for your information... 


\ | Or | 

? os . 7 | 
RE:RNR > . 
100=26113 


fou REMI HS 
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SAG, New York 1/23/82 


ae 3% fehl 
OTIS WILLIAS JonGow itr ale! HY | : 


SECURITS MAT TES 


SAC, Kansas City G0 =s72 7) 


Investigation reveals subject has received mail from the 
following addresses: : 


saite B09—D, 1067 N. Fairfax, Hol iywood hO, Calif. 


: , Suite By 23 W. 26th, New York 10, N, Yo 
Room sus 799 “roadway, Sew York 3, H. Le 
P, 0. “ox 595, Muskezon, the chigan. i 

it is requested shat New York, Detroit, and Los Angelas. 

OffLeesa conduct a; ppropriate investigation ta doterai ne 


identities of persons or organizations using these 
madling addresses and suiet Bo Hansas CLty. 


| SPS omen 


Ce: Detraits oa 
tos Angoles ee 


SEARCHED. AS 


SERIAWMZEBEZZ7ASH ED... “| 
JAN ® 5 1969 
__FBI “ Los ANGELES 
“| Jen 


F 8 


NW 52981 Docid:34364360 Page 24 


SAC, ‘Kansas City (100-1717) 3/26/52 
SAC, Los Angeles (100-26113) 


OTIS. WILLIAM JOHNSON 
SM = C 


Reurlet 1/3/52. 


Reverend JOHN DRYER, Religious Film Foundation, 1067 North Fairfax, 
Hollywood 0, California, advised that the Religious Film Foundation had 
rented the complete second floor at this address for a period of several 
years. Reverend DRYER stated that for a few months late last fall, he had 
sublet part of the floor to ALBERT J. AMATEAU and SIDNEY J. SPILLMAN, and 
they had used Suite 209-D, 1067 North Fairfax as a mailing address, although 
there is actually no Suite 209-D at this address. 


Reverend DRYER further advised that AMATEAU.and STILLMAN operated as 
_the Phil Stevens Company and as the Personal Sales Corporation. He further 
advised that they were dealers in questionable literature, including pinup 
and art photographs, nudist magazines, etc., and he had forced them to Yacate 
from the: premises of the Religious Film Foundation as soon as he found out 
what business they were ino. 


Period: 2/20, 2633/19/52 
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/ Ps : ~ FD-71 


. (7-30-45) 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
, fs tes . . pe kis es: Ree 
FILE NO. EI fu ws $ ibs 
é COMPLAINT FORM eee u [A 


~ AS Ey Ae Nn i apr r c 1 : 
sis neh 8 Naule and ai ‘iases ype” - (one of Complainant 
fa i Address. of. Cauptatnant 
Spring Hill, Kansas RR #2 x __ AX 1-7946 
Address of Subject Telephone lumber of Complainant 
SM =- © a 2:10PM 12/8/53 
Character of Case Date and Time Complaint Received 


_ DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT: 


well read; alae lever of a Bay farm, 


eer A CEC PSE SS I TS 


FACTS OF COMPLAINT: Comp. advised subject is a brother whom he has i 
and that he recently received a letter frem the brother stating oub ject ante 


te visit comp. for several weeks this winter. Comp. advised his breather has always 


been a radical, running down the capitalists etc., and it is comp. epinion his 
brother might be a communist although he has hever _sctnee discussed communism 


6r mentioned Russia as far as cemp. ws. Comp. ear owever, from ome 
~ ef his brethers back east that cad asa at one pins had his. children. passing out 
erature 1eir school. 


ae er NTE 


ACTION RECOMMENDED BY AGENT: 


Include subject file if ident., if not ident. 100-0 


SEARCHED Zit 
; J. K. CROWE 
Special Agent 
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SAC, KANSAS CITY (100-1717) 19/15/53 
SAC, LOS ANGELES (100=26113) 


OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
SECURITY MATTER = C 1 \ 


Re L.A. letter to Kansas City 3/26/52. 


On 12/8/53, MYRON ERNEST FOSTER, 4847 Vista De oro AVG., LeAc,y 
telephone AX 1-7946 (conceal), telephonically furnished the serene ine 
Formation. to complaint agents, ‘SA J. K. CROWES. . aes re 


“-BOSTER advised that ‘OTIS W. JOHNSON, Spring Hill, Kansas, R.R. #2, 
is his Mee hstia whom he hes not seen since 1939. FOSTER advised he’ recently 
received @ letter from JOHNSON indicating that JOHNSON intended to visit with 

FOSTER in L.A. this winter. FOSTER advised that his brother, OTIS JOHNSON, - 
has elways been a radical, running down the capitalists, etc. It is com- 
‘pleinant's opinion that his brother might be a Communist although he has 
never actually discussed Communism or mentioned Russia to the complainant. 
FOSTER advised that o relative from Kansas, whose name he refused to give, — 
had stated. at one time subject had instructed his children to distribute 
CP literature at their school. 


: “ince the above information appears to be identical. with the sube 
Ject. of above-referenced letter, this information is being submitted to the 
Kansas. City office for RSE Tey action is deemed necessary. 


\ 


HWS DRU Ae 
Reg. 


ae i a ny 
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SAC, KANSAS CITY (100-1717) 1/13/55 
SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-26113) 
OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON; 


SECURITY MATTER - C. 
(00: Kansas City) 


as Ai NE Ba ce ee a ek 
£ 


Reurlet January 4, 1955. 


Garden Grove, California is in Orange County, which 
territory is covered by the San Diego Division. Your letter 
is therefore being forwarded to that division for Bpprepriate 
action. 


; REGIST 
ane JCFM:bla 
ee: San Diego (encl. ) (REGISTERED) 
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yr fO0-261/3-/0 


fey 


DIRECTOR, PBI (100-354572). __ 1/19/55 
SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-26213) 
OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON; 


SECURITY MATTER - C, 
(00: Kansas City) 


-ReBulet dated January 14, 1955, and mylet te 
Kansas City dated January 13, 1955. 


inasmuch as Garden Grove, California, is in 
Orange County, which territory is covered by the San Diego 
office, one copy of referenced Bulet is enclosed for San 
Diego for appropriate action. 


REGISTERED | 
(5) 

JCPM: bla 

ec: San Diego (encl. 1) (REGISTERED) 


? 


ae . fb0~-20113-F4- 
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~ SAG, Kansas City (100-1717) January 14, 1958 
Director, FRI (100-354572) 


OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
SECURITY MATTER = C | 
Xansas City Offtee of Origin 


Re Kaneas City letter January 4, 1955. 


Los Angeles should verify Johneon'’s tenporary 
residence, 12591 Luraleen, Garden Grove, California, 
promptiy and aduise Kansas City. Latter office 

2 should submit F-12282 showing permanent Kansas City 
= residence and temporary residence at the verified 
California address as soon ae possible in order that 
Securtty Inder cards will show current information. 


2ec = Los Angeles (100-26113) 
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| DIRECTOR, FBI (100-35h572) 2/2/55 
SAC, SAR DIRGO (100-10522) 


OTIS WILLTam JTouvsoyr 
SECURITY HATTER ~ ¢ 
(00: KANSAS CrTy) 


Rebulet te Kansas Gity, 1/14/55, a copy of which 
was directed to the Los Angeles Office, instructing that the 
address of captioned individual at 12591 Luraleen, Garden 
Grove, California, be verified as soon as possible. 


Mra, Bs Ws. KI8G, 12571 Loraleen, Garden Grove, 
California, advised SA E, J. KIRSY on January 28, 1955, that 
OTIS JOHNSON is apparently the father of 50B JOHNSON who 
vesides with his wife, MARIE, at 12591 Loraleen Street. MrBe 
KING continued that CfIS JOENSON and his wife are visiting in 
Seuthern California for the winter. She sald they resided 
with BOB JOHNSON and his family for a short time, but are ~ 
now residing at either the Venetian court Lor the Vene tian 
Square in Long Beach, Californias Gs a. 


3.56 

ye 
For information, BOB JOBNSON. is employed at the 

Marie Callender Bakery in Long Beachs /Le0 Obsape Que ~ BSA? 


Mra. JAMES WALLACE, Postmaster, Garden Grove, advised 
that OTIS JONNSON continues to receive mall at 12591 Loraleen 
treet, 


‘Phe esi of the Busingsements hepovladicx (creait 
Bureau) and of the Orange County Sheriff's Office reflect no 
record of OTIS JOHNSON . 


Ho: identifying data is available to this offices 


Los Angeles is requested to determine subject's 
place of residence end advisetKeansas City and the Bureau « 


RUG» joo - ACH3~ /3 


oct. re caneaa City (106-1717) 
Lies Angeles (2) { ae (a 


REGISTERED 


i 


eee a is, Loss pee 
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SAC, Ranaas oaty (10001717) | 2/17/68 
SAC, San Diego (100620522) 


Sorts WILLTAM JORNSON a 
SCURITY MATVER = 6 . 


60: . Kansas Opty 


-.. Rétylab te Bureau dated 2/2/38 with copies to Kansan * 
eat and Los Angeles, < » 


Mt an, LN, 


2 be February 4s 1988 Mien. ROHNER We "Kite, 12871 Lovaleen, 
Garden Grové, Califoria, telephonically advised SA HENRY F. 
ALSTON that. according: to the’ ‘subject!s son and daughtéreirelaw, 
subject. was proceeding to, San. Diegos Caiitornia, on February 3, 
19555. and ;on: February 6, 1955, would proceed to an unknown dége 

tnation tn Portland ,. Oregons. Mrs. KING. was-unable to ascertain 
whethér. the, Subject: planned to- ‘veturn ‘to Sou hern California, 


"the foregoing. 4a submitted: feet 
the Kansas ashe and ; hae Species offices. 


“RUG: 


dinformation of 


REGISTERED ie Oras a0 ae 
/ pot tos Angeles “(amoremenen) 


EdKi1s 
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Director, FBI (1006354572) 3/1/35 


SAC, Kansas City (100-1717) 


OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
SECURITY MATTER = C - 
(Origin ~ Kansas City) 


Rebulet to Kansas City, copies 
Angeles, 1/14/55. | | 


On February 24, 1955, whose idantity 
is known to the Bureau, advised that > WILLIAM 
JOHNSON returned from California on February 22, 1955 
ae is now residing on his farm, Route 2, Spring Hill; 

anSase 


REGISTERED MAIL 
Day ne = 


___-M ee? Los Angeles (info) (1090-26113) (REG. MAIL) 


KLIAGII 3 -/ 


—_& 
SEARCHED inexep 
SERIAL ZEST? ened) Aci 
oC MAR 
if 


aarp 

Re. leo I 

soe B!-LOS ANGELES a 
ie ' 


j ww, 


7 ms oh 


| MW 52981 Docld:34364360 Page 33 


‘NW 52981 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-354572) 3/22/88 


SAC, LOS ANGELES. (YOO-26113) 
: oa 


Re San Diego letter to thé Director dated 2/2/55. 


_: By pretext telephone inquiry on 3/4/o5, it was 
ascertained from BOB JOHNSON, oTIS WILEIAM-JOHNSON's son, who 
is employed at the Marie Callendar Bakery ,/Long Beach, California, 
that OTIS JOHNSON departed last week on pis return to Spring Hill, 
Kansas. Accordingly, it was ascertaineg that. JOHNSON should be 
home as of this period, and can be reafhed in care of Rural Route 
#2, Spring Hill,.Kansas.- 


[$0.26 fl 3 “/b 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO « SAC, Los Angeles (100-2611 3) patr; 1/9/56 
wr : SAC, Kansas City (100-1717) 
SUBJECT: OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
SsM-C 
(00 Kc) 


For the information of the Los Angeles and San 
Diego Offices, information was recently obtained by this 
office to the effect that O. W. JOHNSON and his wife are 
presently residing at the Venetian Square, Ocean Front 
Hotel, Santa Cruz, and Bonnie Brae in Long Beach, California, 
O. W. JOHNSON is a security index subject of the Kansas City 
Office. Information was also received to the effect that 
O. W. JOHNSON intends £0 remain in Long Beach until approxi- 
mately April 1956, at which time he will return to his home 
in Kansas. He is receiving his mail, however, at the home 
of his son, ROBERT JOHNSON, who resides at 12591 Loraleen 
Street, Garden Grove, California. 


The Los Angeles Office is requested to verify 
the subject's temporary residence in Long Beach and 
advise the Kansas City Office in order that the subject's 
security index card can be made correct and current. 


RGB: LAC 
(1) 
EGISTERED 
2 - Los Angeles (100-26113) 
1 - San Diego (100-10522) (Info) 
1 - Kansas City (100-1717) 
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SAG, SAN BIEGO (160=10522) Senuary 24, 1956 


SAC, LOS ANGELES tieeeeng) 


nega apa 


6 Hansas City Letter to 16 si 
Jatiary 9, "1956, a copy Of which was ‘Purniahed & ath 
far Tntomacion: 


Blege 


1956 oe snauts x 


4 Jamiavy: 18, A 


p peta Hae 


will, fomia, tha shecksd. to the ire gna Pingats 
December 7, 1955 an eupied unit 160 until January 14, 
addres ar whieh fame ‘they shocked out and jefe a fonvarding 
ad oss, 


‘the regerds: of the Long Beach Hunidetpal, Wellities, 
a2 Hest sroateay, long Beach, California, were reviewe 
SAR SON “in an efte ve to determine 1f JOUNSO 
hed rented . an apartment in Ghe Long Beach aren, he revi 
of these ¥ eon eet failed we. loeate any. JOHNSON lacntariavie 
23 TS a 


te is pequed et 
inquiries in the 4 1g 
ROBERT JCRNSON,, 12591. “Lar é 
ermnia, $ determine if sub; 
GSGrGEs » 


that the San Diego Offic 


L808 611 3-7 
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EA 200.262 18 . 

Zt te neted that en previews contacts 4 ehe services 
of Mes. &. vt. ENG, os re’ ioradeen Street, Garden Grove, 
were widiiced. 
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FROM 


ME 


SAG, LOS ANGELES pate: 2/7/56 
SAN DIRGO . 


suBJECTY OTTS “WILLIAM JOHNSON 


SM - C 
~ 002 KANSAS CITY - 


Re Los Angeles letter to San Diego 1/2/56. 


Pretext neighborhood investigation on January 
30, 1956 in the vicinity of 12591 Loraleen Street, California, 
residence of subject's son ROBERT JOHNSON, disclosed no 
information regarding subject's present whereabouts, 


| Mrs. ROBERT JOHNSON, 12591 Loraleen Street, Garden 
Grove, California was telephonically interviewed on January 
31, 1956 by SA EDWARD J. KIRBY under the pretext that the 
caller met subject in Long Beach, California recently and 

was given the Garden Grove telephone number as the place to 
get in touch with him. Mrs, JOHNSON advised the subject 

is residing around the corner from the Venetian Square 
Apartments in Apartment 21, at Long Beach, California. She 
continued she believes the apartment building number is 

815, but that she cannot recall the name of the street. 

She stated the street is the same street as that on which the 
Pike is located. It is a street open only to pedestrian 
traffic. The Apartment house has some 25=30 apartments. 
Subject does not have a private phone. The telephone is 
listed to the apartment house. She does not have the 
telephone number available. 


The Los Angeles office is requested to determine 
the subject's residence address at Long Beach, California. 


RUC 


(@)- Los Angeles (100-26113) (REG) 


1 - Kansas City (100-1717) (REG) 
1 - San Diego (100-10522) 
EJK3ple 
4) 
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6¢ Miinorandum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FDe5aq (5+21-56) oe 


GHARGE OUT 6LIP « SERIALS 


rue LOO W~FEYB inn. 


Class. Case No. 
ea Closed ' [=<] Pending 
Drte 
Serial No. Deseription of Serials Tharged 


if 


a, 


«Be 


TO nae a Se Pom 


Employee 


Location 
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FOL 


AIRTEL 


Sti tT} 


FBI, LOS ANGELES 10:00 AM 
SAC, KANSAS CTFY (100-1717) 
OTTS WILLTAM JOHNSON, SM - C. 

OO: KG. 

ReSPlet to LA 2-7-56. 


Beach, Calif. 


| on 2-15-56 a pretext call was made by SA RICHARD’ : 
J, NELSON to the Island View Apartments along the lines of te | 


. 2215956 


On 215-56 a canvas of Seaside Boulevard apartment 
houses was conducted and the name OTTS W. JOHNSON was noted 
by SA RICHARD J. NELSON on the mailbox for Apt, 21, 

Island View Apartments, 81 West Seaside Boulevard, Long 


velet and it was ascertained Mr. and Mrs. OTIS JOHNSON resided 


as abové indicated and have no separate telephone. Ke 
FOrT$, we | 
y a 
4 
A eet 


{D)- Los angeled"(100-26113) | 
_a oe 
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VO pp S2EH/ SET 


| Report: ae a ey med, - Se ee 
FD=263 (ockte 88) GS ; an as . : ; ; 


ee pach _ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
a : bUNMDON TAL ie = 


. KANSAS CITY KANSAS CITY’ S556) lege 4, 556 oe 
7 : Report wade by en aes oer 
otts WILLIAM. JOHNS ON” -. ‘+| SA DOUGLAS J. WELLTANS oe |e mk 
'- [CHARACTER OF. CASE. [ee ee 


_ | SBcURT TY MATTER - ¢ 


7 


a 
‘Synopsis: - , 


~ . 


. Spring Hill,. Kansas. He has recently contributed §5 to » the oo a 8 


t 

[o | : * SP NSEN SELAT veeidesen His farm at Route 2 x 
{ 

! "Da ily worker" Wee Coa . 7 
( 


_ DETAILS 


4 oo “2 All informants mentioned heredn ‘are BF! ‘mown 
‘a reliability unless. otherwise indicated. 

| 

} 


A. Residence and Employment. | 


| 7-5 advised. on various dates chat the subgesct 
iby age eg is still employed as-a farmer at his residence, | a 
Route 2,.Spring Hill, Kansas. He went to California PI ee 
| for a vacation, and while there resided at. Venetian. 
Square, “Qcean Front Hotel, Santa Cruz, Qe a 


Special Agent: 
in Charge ~ 


Approved Do ‘not write in spaces below ; 


Copies made: 


“a. - ‘Bureall (200-354572) (xm) soma 

: @- Los Angeles (100-26113 (RM) a I. 
ane (Info} ae ce og area raed 
po Be ‘Kansas city (ape: “1717) | me * SEARCHED =n INDEKED. on 


‘ SERIALIZED FILED “1 
{3 Si 4 oon 
Dix Nees 


4 Property oF FBI - This report ts Toaned to you a the RREy and. neither iti nor its contents are to-be distributed outside ~| 
“the agency to. which loaned. . 
“ at Dl ae * sy U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1955 O— eer 


a es bn gt ei rey Pees ae F oii ie Nea sac eaes  PeRSs Kone ae, 
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ee a 


II. 


KE 100-1717 


and Bonnie Brae in Long Beach, Ca lifornia. He was 
visiting a son, ROBERT JOHNSON, at 12591 Loraleen 
Street, Garden Grove, California. 


on. February 15, 1956, JOHNS ON's name was observed 
_ on the mail box for Apartment 21, Island View Apartments, 
Shi west Seaside Boulevard, Long Beach, California. 


T-5 informed on February 20, 1956, that JOHNSON's i 
lease expired on February 28, 1956, at the Island 
View Apartments and that he was’ returning to Spring 
Hill, Kansas, possibly by way of San Francisco, ' 
California, where he would spend several days 
Sightseeing. 


MISCELLANEOUS — 


T-~1, on various dates from October 20, 1954, to 
September 6, 1955, informed . that OTIS’ WILLIAM JOHNS ON , 
Rural Route 22, Spring Hill, Kansas,. was the recipient of. 
the publication “People ' s China",. 


T-6 stated that this publication is a Pesebaeney 
review published by the Foreign Language Press, Peking, 
China, which is in Communist China. It i8 printed in the 
English language. T-6 also informed that OTIS WILLIAM 
JOHNSON, Rural Route 2, Spring Hill, Kansas, U. S. A., is 
the recipient of this same publication. 


T-2 informed that the Civil Rights Congress, 
Harlem Division of New York City, maintained a list of. 
individuals who had made donations to various Civil 
Rights Congress sponsored campaigns. ‘Among the persons 
whose names were carried on this list was OTIS W. JOHNSON, 
Route number 2, Spring Hill, Kansas, who was shown to 
have contributed $10 on August 16, 1948 . 


T-3 advised on October el, 1954, that the Communist 
‘Party had originated a variety of campaigns which were to 
be used as fund drives and were sponsored by various 
Communist Party front groups. The Civil Rights Congress 
was responsible in 1948 for several fund drives. 


Both the Communist Party and the Civil Rights 


Congress have been designated by the Attorney General 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


2 
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‘ KC 100-1717 


T- made available information on Jay uayy' 34 1955, 
which indicated that OTIS W. JOHNSON had sent in a request 

; for a renewal. of his subscription to the "New Wprld Review" 
when his existing subscription expired. The "Naw world 

Review" was formerly known as "Soviet Russia Today",| which 
! has been cited as a ‘Communist front by th¢ Public Committee 
; on Un-American Activities, House of Repre sentatives, on 

( June i ae and March 29, ae 


954, advised 


1951, "aigned OTTS We JOHNSON, “pearing khe tetken address 
Spring Hili, Kansas. ‘This. letter reags as’ follows: 


“pina endélosed check for ge. 50. Two dollars 
donation and 50 cents for "Hdoric Leningrad". 

‘No matter what the name the rreat amount of 

documentory material is the thing | va luajole , 


publive bon to Dreier, ‘Bea ty, Murrow nd 


/s/ "Opis W. Jouns on (farmer ) 


"DS, ZT can doa short article on faletual 
experience of a midwest American farmer, that 
might dispel many myth € ions held 
‘by European. people ag to the: high : ‘financial 
cultural status of the average Amer; an farmer. 


"Tt would accept 


7-5 informed 

ee Set ae tee GORDON MONR GE, 
described by this informant. as the leading Communist Party 

- member in the Kansas City aréa. MONROE hadestated at 
' that time that Bhould attempt to contact ons JOHNS ON 
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al eres ea 


KG 100-1717 


and get him to come to Kansas City to try to sell 
Communist Party literature., On July 6, 1955, T-5 
advised that .on July 2 1955, he_ had. geen OTIS W. 


on september BO, i955, FRANK P, LAWIEY, IR. 
Assistant Deputy Attorney General, Department OF Juatice, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, State Capitol, Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, made available: correspondence which had been 
directed to the Governor of Pennsylvania regarding STEVE 
NELSON. . STEVE NELSON was described by T-7, on July 1, © 
1955, as Chairman of District 5, Communist: Party, United 
States of America, and as such the director of activities 
of the Communist Party in Western Pennsylvania: 


Records of the Quarter Sessions Court, Allegheny 
County, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, reflect that on, 
October 17, 1950, a True Bill was returned by a Grand 
Jury charging STEVE NELSON with violation of the 
Pennsylvania Anti-Sedition Law of 1939. ‘The records of 
this court further reflect that NELSON was found guilty 
of the above charge on July 10, 1952, and was sentenced to 
serve twenty years in the Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, 
Workhouse and was fined $10,000 and costs. On. July 29,- 
195e, NELSON filed an appeal to the Pennsy lvania Supreme 
Court, which on January 25, 1954, reversed the judgment 
in the case and quashed the indictment on the grounds that 
the United States Congress in. passing the Smith Act had 
pre-empted jurisdiction in this type of case. (On July 24, 
1954, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania filed a petition 
requesting the Supreme Court of the United States to 
review the NELSON case. 


Records of the United States District Court, | 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, reflect that NELSON was 

convicted for violation of the Smith Act of 1940 on 

August 20, 1953, and was sentenced to serve five years 

in a penitentiary -type institution. NELSON is presently 

at liberty under $25,000 bond, pending an appeali to the 

United | Ota bes Supreme Court. : 


Among the material furnished by Mr. LAWLEY was oe @ 


a letter from OTIS W. JOHNSON, dated August 4, 1952, at 
Spring Hill, Kansas. In this letter JOHNSON in part 


4 
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KE 100-1717 


states he i8 protesting against the infringements upon 
the human rights and that Fascism in this country seeks 
to destroy. our civil liberties, freedom of spéech, 
freedom of the press, and. the peaceful assemblage of the 
people. This. is a: pe dais iehec a ee. ae “She: 
Signature . ack 


on Scuunnten 10, 1952, ~ JOHNSON uncee: a letter 
to Governor FINE of Pennsylvania about ‘the “outrageous 
treatment, that. Steve: ‘Ne 1s on’ is) receiving. at the hands. - 
of a power made group: within your state". “He said that 
a mass meeting was ‘being planned for: Kansas City and " 
that "We also intend to acquaint the people, of Europe, 
Asia and Africa with every detail of this pateeee 
procedure.” ; 


On January 12, 1953, JOHNSON wrote another . 
letter to’ Governor FINE, in which he ineluded clippings 
from a néwspaper ‘concerning STEVE. NELS.ON's. imprisonment. 
Included in the clippings was.a-letter: from his wife, 

. MARGARET NELSON. — JOHNS ON - protested against the alleged 
brutality, in the |Penngivania | Prison System. - 


oe 
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New York a 


T. 5: oe Wee 
CLARENCE” BERVEN 
Post: Sehhone Sri! 
Seattle. 


1s 


53 West sth. street 


hapdcterizatior 
“of CRC. fund ar ves . 


“ " Poday ¢orréspondence  -\: and SE. 
i fee "2-27-54 FRANCIS We : 


‘MILLER 


ae ee 3630255. ‘sere 


; 1-6 255. 


phone's hina oT 5-55 at JOSEPH fe 
os ' WALTERS 3 


W oha racterdzattori of STEVE NELSON. 


. “Ge Me COOL 


Mew World Refievi 1-3-55 waigain 2 5. loo- -1717- ia\ 


‘and’ Soviet Russia BARRETT | 


FOIA (b) (7) 


bends ep) 
KC 100-1717 
. ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
ie Date of Activity kpent /tO Fila Number 
Identity . _ And/or, Deseription = Date C/O . 
of Source © _ gf. Information. oe Reces Ye Furfished — 
T-1 | :  Peopte!a” China| a. Sesh PoUGLAS -@.’ 160- 717 
ARTHUR GRADWOHL Pet: O/ /ALIEN and 
YU; 8. Pie. me ‘3 46-55 -PATRICK J. 
San Francisco; _ HAGGERTY, 
Cali form ts ae c Se heed hw cis [TR bs ied 
T-O 8 ta oR Recitdd - suey ELLSWORTH 100- ary: -1al-4 
NATHAN WASSERSTEIN: LO LE TG ESTARSON 
Manager , and EARL 


190+ ATA qal 6 


“The identity of the above, es wa's. concea led 


‘ by: tétiporary symbol number ‘pecause they. were. either security 
informants ‘of the: FBI, . employees ; of the. Post: office Department, 
‘or’ person'who made. avatlable records: of, the. Civil, Rights 
Congress. whose: ‘identity. should. be: concealed because. oe the 
ha ture (of the reconds.:: wh pe, : 


Svan “The: Seourtty- Index: card. peetaeniac. to this . 
subject: is in.a current status and 18 correct. 
felt that: this. subject ‘Should. ‘be. re ta ined - on- ‘the Security Index . 


- Tt ds still. 


' because of. his: ‘ndisereet, nature,-which would: probably, pe turned 
fo. destructive, action ca the event of: an. emergency « 


“ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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LOS ANGELES DIVISION: (INFORMA 


"Los Angeles office because 
‘were going to be_forwarde 


KC 100-1717 


An information copys being forwarded to the _ 


to Los” Angeles. until it. was. 
hat subject's vacation was 
e was” returning to Kansas city. 


learned through 
terminating and- 


REFERENCE =. 


- Report of SA pouGTAS. J. WILLIAMS dated September 30, 1954, 


at ‘Kansas City... 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONTINUED) 
| - 
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erials and Security Index card _ 


oe os pa | 
STANAARS POPM NA. CL ra 
ie 


Offi cé Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


| 
TO : BAC, Op ies Syne DATE: 11/28/56 | 
| 
FROM Gog’ Kansas City (100-1717) FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
SUBJECT: OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
SM =C 
00 KC 
As the LA office is dware, ove subject is a security | 


index subject of the 


office, and for. the past several years 
has made a trip to 


southern Califo 


advised on 11/21/86, that JOHNSON had gone again 
to California for the win 
to LA on 11/17/56, Stated that JOHNSON indicated: 
he would again reside at the Island View Apartments, 841 . 

W. Seaside Blvd., Long Beach, Calif., and probably would not 

return to his home in Kansas until approximately March, 1957. 


‘LA is requested to verify JOHNSON's residence in Long 
Beach, 


REGISTERED 
RGB:m > 
(3) -— 


ne rat rp: 
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LOL 


TO : SAC, KANSAS CITY (100-1717) 


CA Sg ae ee 


12/27/56 


AIRTEL 
AIR MAIL + REGISTERED 


din an 


FROM: SAC. Los ANGELES § (100-26113) 


ff 
TO fees eerie a 


. OTIS. WILLIAM JOHNSON. cM - ~¢. 


00: Kansas City. 

7 Reutlet dated 11/28/56. 

By éepropeiate tretext Perea SA EMERY D. TURNER : ascer~ 
tained on 12/27/56. that captioned, intending to spend the winter, 
‘presently resides at the Island View Apartaente 3 Apts Lis: at ae 
We Seaside Blvd. Ps Long Beach, Calif, - 


Kansas City. should submit forms ¥D-122 and FD-128, 


MALONE 


fd - 46U3. Bye 
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Pe gee ee KORM NO. G4 : : 
F 


Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


SAC, Los Angles (100-26113) DATE: 1/16/57 


FROM ‘Ge SAC, Kansas City (100-1717) 


x | 


SUBJECT: OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 


SM = C 


Kansas City = Origin 


Reur airtel 12/27/56. 


In view of the fact that information has been 
received by this office that subject intends to return 
to his permanent address. in the Kansas City Division by 
approximately 3/1/57 and, pursuant to Bureau instructions, 
FD-128 changing office of origin is not being submitted. 


However, FD-122 is being submitted to Bureau showing 
the Long Beach, Calif., residence as a temporary address. 


eS In the event information comes to the attention of 
the Los Angeles Office indicating that the subject is returning, 
or has returned, to the Kansas City Division, that information 
should be furnished. Likewise..Los.AngeLes, WIL), RG. Otci £2 Gorn 
Kansas. 

me 


HGB/hng 
(3) 


* Ieee £63 


ane ecm NBERED ee _ 
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STANGARE FORM Ne, 4 


Office Mamoranum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


— fo SAC, Los Angeles (100-26113) DATE; 3/20/57 

FROM ff _. SAC, Kansas City (100-1717) POE abalg: 

SUBJECT: .  QTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON | 
| SM - C ! 


Kansas City - Origin 


Re Kansas City letter to Los Angeles 1/16/57. 


For information of Los Angeles, advised 
on 3/18/57 that subject had returned to his home, Route 
2, Spring Hill, Ks., on 3/18/57. FD-122 is being submitted 
to Bureau in order to delete Long Beach, Calif., as a temporary 
residence address. 


REGISTERED MAIL 
LKW/hmg 
(3) 
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- f : : aes ek 
a 
Report Ferm = . : ie 


Copies made; 
[a 2 neal 22 


a 


Fh=263 O-17-y, he 


? FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
| Reporting Office Office of Origin | er Investigative DoFied 
| _BANSAS CLTY __| #ANSas CITY 8/22/35 3/18/57 
| TITLE OF Case av Report wade by Typed By; 
- | Sa L. KEITH WILLIAMS #s 
OTIS WILLLAM JOHNSON penne re par 


Jip Diol oe SECURITY MATTER ~ ¢ 


i Synopsis: 


Subject resides Route #2, Sering Hadi, Renken: and is 
self empley ed as a farmer. Contidential informant has 
advised subject continues to have association with ksown 
Communists in the Kansas City area. 


a 
a?) G ca 


T-1, who has reported reliable information in 
the past, advised on March 18, 1957, thet subject continues 
to make his residence at Route ¢ €@2, Spring Hill, Kansas. . 
T-1 further stated subject returned this date from 
kebporariiy residing at S41 West Seaside Boulevard, Long 


Beach, California. According te T+) subject is self 
mmr ft aved we om Reo r . 
ii j Special agent 


Approved in Charge 


Do not write in spaces below 


~Rureau (100- 354572) (RM) 
1 Los Angeles (100-2525) ( 
“3. Kansas Gity (loo- 177) 


ene agency to which loaned. 


—_—— 
Property of FBI - This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to de distributed outside 
3 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE:1956 O—385319 c/ 
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KC 106-1717 


. __T-1 advised om April 3, 1936, that on March 28, 
1956, GURDGN MONROE stated that OTIS WILLEAM JOHNSON 
should be contacted te deteriine if he weuld contribute 
toward the salary of a new district organizer of the 
Communist Party. “ 


---*T+1 advised on April 8, 1956, that GORDON MONROE 
is a member of the Communist Party and a leading figure 
in the Kansas City area. 


T=1 advised on April 3, 1956, that on April I, 
1956, subject purchased a copy of the *Worker". 


‘The 'Worker® is the Sunday edition of the "Daily 
Worker", an Zast Coast Communist newspaper. 


T-2, who has furmished reliable information in the 
past, advised on aay 2, 1956, that on April 27, 1956 
subject was in touch with the Committee to End Sedition 
Laws, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 


“a T-1 advised on Jume 5, 1956, that on May 27, 1956, 
GORDON MONROE instructed that subject be extended am in- 
Vitation to attend.a party to be sponsored by the Kansas 
City Group of the Communist Party that was planned for 
Swope Park, Kansas City, Missouri, on June 9, 1986. 


T-~1 advised on June 27, 1986, that on June 19, 
1956, subject attended a meeting held at the Paseo YRCA, 
Kansas City, Missouri, at which the speaker was CARI 
MARZANT. HMARZANE stated at the meeting he was being 
sponsored im a speaking tour by the Liberty Book Club. 
f-1 further stated subject made a $1.00 contribution 
at the conclusion of HARZANI's lecture. 


_  , CARL HARZANT, according to the May 1, 1956, 
edition of the Liberty Book Club News, was on a speaking 


os 
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tour. HARZANI was identified in this issue as the 
Executive Vice President of the Liberty Book Club. 


MARZANT, om May 22, 1947, after a trial in U. S. 
District Court, Washington, D. C., was found guilty on 
ail eleven counts of an indictment charging him with having 
made false statements to representatives of the U. S. 
Government cencerning the fact that he was not a Communist 
Party member, Judgment was upheld, and on March 25, 1948, 
suage RAYMOND B. KEECH, U..S. District Court, Rashiagten, 
DB, G., committed MARZANI to serve the remainder of his 
one to three year sentence in a Federal Penitentiary. 


MARZANI refused to answer all questioning 
posceratee past or present Commmmist Party membership 
on June 18, 1953, before a public session of the Senate 
Sub-Committee on Internal Security. 


On dune 19, 1956, Special Agents of the FBI 
observed subject at a meeting held at the Paseo YMCA 
at which time the speaker was CARL MARZANI, Among those 
attending were JOHN and BEVERLY SAGE. 


T-i advised on June 27, 1956, that JOHN and 
BEVERLY SAGE were members of the Communist Party in 
Kansas City. 


; T-l advised on July 18, 1956, that on duly 
15, 1956, MARIGN SIMMONS advised she had sent subject 
a letter’ and undisclosed literature te read, and indicated 
she intended to visit with subject at the latter's home 
on duly 22, 1956. 


On July 18, 1956, T-1 advised that MARION 
SIMMONS has been meeting with Communist Party members 
in the Kansas City area for the past several months, 
and that her Communist Party dues were $5.06 per 
month. 


. f-1 advised on duly 23, 1956, that on July 
22, 1956, MARION SIMMONS visited subject at the latter's 


NER ore a 
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T-1 advised on February 14, 1957, that on 
January 29, 1957, GORDON MONROE gave to BEVERLY SAGE 
a list of names of persons to be invited by the Kansas 
City Communist Party .Group: to an cpen study meeting 
on Socialistic dectrines, among which was the name of 


the subject. 
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APPENDIX 


A Confidential Informant, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised on February 
3, i955, that the Committee te End Sedition Laws was 
established - November, 1954, at aap peep Pennsylvania, 
by ALLAN DB. MC NETL District fe. 5 5, Communist Party 
member , The can ehjective ef the Committee was the 
abclitien of all Send tion Laws « 
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APPENDIX 


‘4 Confidential Informant, whe has furnished 
reliable information in the pests advised on December 
9, 1948, that he had been told by a Commmist Party 
organizer. that a group of Pregressives and Communists, 
at the suggestion of the New York State Committee of 
the Communist Party, decided to form a new book club to 
give wide circulation to the works of Communist:" and 
Progressive: writers. The book club so formed was — 
the Liberty Book Ciub, which is presently located at 
106 West 23rd Street, New York City, having moved 
December, 1953, from 1123 Broadway, New York City. 


wee 
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File Number 
whom where 
Received Furnished Located 


Date of Activity 
identity _ And/or Description 
of Source ef Information 


T-] is Residence and iustamt report 


Subjese 7 
a |. 8/28/86 
e 8/89/86 
eer 49756/, 
® P18 F86 

* G/AL/ 86 

e | 1/33/56 

8 | h/29/89 

Used te choraytérize!: GORDON HORROR 


Used te chargcterize JOUR end BEVERLY SAGE 


Used to chayacterise HARING SLEOWNS 


f-2 is 4439/56 § 100-1717+201 


ased to cheracterige Comilttes to Gnd Sedition Laws. 
used 6 characterize the Liberty Beek Club. | 


at _ , vee copy is being desigmated to the Les Angeles 
Oifice for information purpeses inasmach as subsect Curing 
each year mekes a temporary residence etileng Beach, California. 


 - « farevul consideration has been givan im each 
jastence where T cyubels Rave been used ip this report. 
They were used omly im thase iastances where i¢ was deemed 
absolutely necessary. 3 | 


7 .... ,sueJest is a Security Index Subject of the 
Mamsas tity Gifice, This case has been re-evaluated in the 
light of the Security Index Criteria, and it is felt that 
subject comtinues to fit the criteria. 
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Subjects 51 card has been reviewed, and the 
information reflected thereon is correct and current. 
A suitable photograph is maintained in the file, 


Special Agents ons aged in the physical 
surveillance on June 19, ee Sas D. J. WILLIAMS, 
RICHARD H. ASH and ROBERT G an 


Report of SAD. J, WILLIAMS dated 3/5/56 at Kansas City. 


ots BES 
4p 4 


AN 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


te 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 a3 ue “~ AFOTA(b) (7) - (D) 


ra % 


Office Memorandum ° UNITED ! TES GOVERNMENT | 


9 : . SAC, LOS ANGELES DATES 12-17-57 


FROM 


SAC, KANSAS CITY 


GW n* 


OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
SECURITY MATTER = 


SUBJECT: 
(Origin - Kansas City) | | 


As Los Angeles is aware, the above subject is a 
security index subject/of the Kansag City Office and for 
the past several years has made trips to/Southern California 
during the winter months. 


advised on 12-11-57, that O. W. JOHNSON 

departed from Kansas City at 1:15/A.M., /that date, on 

board the El Capitan, Santa Fe Railroad; en route to 

Long Beach, California.| {advised that JOHNSON 

would again reside at the Island View Apartments, 841 

West Seaside Boulevard, Long Beach, California, and 

probably would not return to his home in Kansas until 

late February or early March, 1958. “4 


Los Angeles is requested to Werify JOHNSON's 
residence in Long Beach, He is accompanied by his wife. 


7 ios Angeles (100~-26113) (RM 
#2- 


Kansas City (100-1717), | 


RGB :vjb 
(4) 
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Bp-36 (ifev. 12-13-56) 


T 
| 
| 

SY Kay * | 
| 

FBI | 
| 
| 
I 


Date: 1/30/58 


Transmit the following in 
(Type in plain text or code) 


. AIR TEL “AIR MAIL - REG, MAIL 
=a (Priority or Method of Mailing) 
Steep ep gr ep See eee 
TO: SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-26113) 
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (100-1717) 


_.OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
SM - C = 
Kansas City - Origin 


On 1/28/58, | /  Ktatea that he had recently 
heard from subject who gdvised he was living at the same 
address where he aved last year in Long Beach, Calif. 
According to|__—_—si/‘the address given by JOHNSON was the Island 
View Apartments, 841 West Seaside Blvd., Long Beach, Calif. 


Los Angeles verify. 


AM - RM 
LKW/hmg 
(3) 
ee 
; -/ 
A ot 4 iA 3 -- 
r ¢ . SEARCHED vvssaypeece INDEXED 
SERIALIZED Gn TED, Se ot 
aa rif: (958 
x ey 7 sniffs ancefes 1 
Approved: ; Ff Dene eM", Pr 7 \ 
Special Adent in Charge & 


«ff 


“NAV 52931 Docid:34364360 Page 61 


SAC, KANSAS CITY (100-2717): 


February 5, 1958 
SAC, 10S ANGELES Ace . 


oTris ynaan JOHNSON 
SM - 
00: Kansas City 


‘On 1/29/58, Mrs. ROBERT POTTHOFF, Manager, Island View 
Apartments, 841 West Seaside Boulevard, Long Beach, California, 
advised. SA RICHARD B.. GEORGE that subject and his wife have 
resided in apartment 22.at this. address since mid-December, 1957. 
She stated that the, JOHNSON lan to end their vacation and return 
to Kansas City on dbout “A/1/58. 


2.2 Kansas City (REGISTERED 
ci Los Angeles 


RBG: cey 
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3/27/58 FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
AIRTEL — AIR MAIL (CE AISTERED 


TO: SAC, KANSAS CITY (100-1) 


FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (2100-26113) y 
REs OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 

SM = ¢ 

(00: KC) 


Remylet, 2/5/58. 


On 3/27/58 Mrs. ROBERT POTTHOPF, Island View Apart- 
ments, 841 West Seaside Blvd., Long Beach, Calif,, advised SA 
RICHARD B, GEORGE that subject and wife left Long Beach for Kansas 


City via Santa Fe Railroad on evening of 3/25/58. 


Sub jéct has completed vacation and is returning home, 


2.- Kansas City 
i7- Los Angeles 
G3 jse 


Pee 


/0b-24/) 9-4) 


aa ee 
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Report Forms 
FD+263,(5"12+55.) 


ERAL 


FED BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


KANSAS CITY 


TITLE OF CASE 


’ Office of Origin 


RANSAS CITY 


ASU/SR 
SA L. KEITH WILLIAMS 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


Investigative Pariod 


4/7/58 


‘| Typed Byi 


mk 
OTIS WILLIAM JCGENSON 
7 SECURITY MATTER - C 


‘Synopsis: 


Subject continywes to reside at Reute 2, Spring Rill, 
Kansas, and is ‘self-employed as a farmer. Confidential 
informants advise subject has continued asseciaticon 
with Communists in the Kansas City area and subject 
contributed to the Powell-Schuman Defense Fund. 


aes 


BEPAILS: 


resides at Reute 2, Spring Hill, Kansas, where he is 
self-employed as a farmer. 


Special Agent 


Approved in Charge 


Do not write in spaces below 


Copies made: 


“IpLos Angeles (1060-26413) 
(Info.) (RH) 


3-Eansas City (160-1717) 


SERIALICEN | 


baie 7 \ 
Ait ot fs 


FBI - 1.05 AN 


Property of FBI — This report is loaned to-you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 


w U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1956 O—385319 . _¢ 


hess Seger eee? Ea. ene anigetd. at tes on Swieeee, Sete a SS, eyes Se ot bee ae = = a Fee 
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The Communist Party, United States of America, 
‘has been designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 


Tel advised on March 3, 1957, that subject's 
name was contained in the list of names of persons to. 
be solicited by the Communist Party group of Kansas City 
to attend a series of lectures on Socialism, to commence 
March 20, 1957, 


Te-1 advised on June 28, 1957, that on June 26, 
1957, subject was sent a written invitation to attend 
a mecting sponsored by the Kansas City group of the 
Communist Party at the mission of REUBEN BLACEBURN, 601 
His Kansas City, Kansas. T-1 advised on June 28, 
1957, that REUBEN BLACKBURN is a member of the Kansas City 
group of the Communist Party and holds the position of 

ibrarian for the group. 


| Te2 advised on daly 2, 1957, that subject made 
a $5.00 contribution to the Powell-Schman Defense Fund 
on June 10, 1°57, . 


Mr. EDWIN H, HEIMER, Western Employers Service, 
incorporated, 995 Market Street, San Francisco, California, 
advised on September 25, 1956, that JOHN WILLIAM POWELL 
in Angust, 1956, had informed him that the Powell-Schuman 
Defense Fund had recently been organized to collect 
money to defray the expenses for himself, SYLVIA POWELL 
and JULIAN SCHUMAN in connection with their forthcoming 
trial for violation of the Sedition Laws of the United 
States. Mr. HEIMER also stated tlt POWELL mentioned that 
CHARLES MATTOX was the treasurer of this organization. 


. The records of the United States District Court, 
San Francisco, California, reflect that on April 25, 1956, 
The Federal Grand Jury, San Francisco, California, 
returned an indictment charging JOHN and SYLVIA POWELL 
of San Francisce, and JULIAN SCHUMAN of New York, with 
Sedition and/or Conspiracy to commit Sedition. The 
indictment charged that the POWELLS and, SCHUMAN, while 
associated with the "China Monthly Review", Shanghai, China, 


ee 
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ky 


HOLA: (9 01) (a= CD) 


KC 106-1717 


from 1950 to 1953, caused to be printed in this hagazine 
false statements, which among other things accts the 
United States of conducting germ warfare in Korea) 


The defendants have not as yet been tried on 
these charges. 


T-3 advised on April 11, 1944, that CHARLE 
HATTOX was then a member of the Echo Park Branch, 
Midtown Section, Los Angeles County Communist Party. 


The "Daily Worker" was an East Coast Communist 
newspaper which suspended publication on January 13, 1958. 


“Political Affairs" is the official monthly 
theoretical organ of the Communist Party, USA, according 
to the testimony of ELIZABETH GURLEY FL , self-admitted 
member of the Communist Party, USA, on October 20, 1952, 
in connection with the trial of the United States versus 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, ETAL. 


Tel advised on October 23, 1957, that EUGENE 
JOHNSON is the leading member of the Communist Party in 
Kansas City, Eansas, and is in charge of literature 
distribution in the Greater Kansas City area. 


T-1 advised on Gctober 23, 1958, that JAMES 
WRIGHT is a former member of the Communist party in 
Texas and now regularly meets with the Kansas City group 
of the Communist Party. 

On December 21, 1957, T-1 advised that on 
December 16, 1957, MARTHELLA WARD was advised by EUGENE 
JGHNSON that when she took up her residence in Los Angeles, 
California, that she should put herself in touch with 


a 


Sal ® Deed 
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subject at his temporary residence in Long Beach, 
California. He would in turn put her in touch with 
persons holding Communist views in that area. 


Te] advised on December 21, 1957, that 
MARTHELLA WARD was a regular participant in meetings 
of the Committee on Socialist Unity: which according 
to informent was organized, controlled and dominated 
by the Kansas City group of the Communist Party. 


On April 7, 1958, T-1 advised that subject. 
has not been seriously encouraged to aceNe affiliate 
with the Kansas City group of the Communist Party because 
they consider his views to be so radical that he is 
difficult to control and discipline in his activities 
in behalf of Communism. , 


-C~ 
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Hederal Burean of Investigation 
Untied States Department of Justice 


Ransas City 6, Missouri 
April 11, 1058 


Re: OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
SECURITY HATTER ~ € 


T+l through T-3, whose identities are 
concealed in report of Special Agent L. KEITH WILLIAMS, 
dated April 11, 1958, at Kansas city, have furnished 
relieble information in the past. . 


This menorandam is loaned to you for your 
information and sheuld net be distributed outside the 
agency to which loased, 


RC 100-1717 


AZ LD = 
SEARCHND ug gp TN OUKED.... A 
SERIALIZED, Neti LISP ae Biteeee 

APR Ll fy 
FBI- 10S ANC 
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eons 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-354572) 


SAC, Kansas City (100-1717) y ‘ 

OTIS WILLIAM JUPNSON a: 

SH - C ALi 

00 - Kansas City | 5 
Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies | 

of report of SA L. KEITH WIVLIAMS, dated 4/11/58, 

at Kansas City and four copies ‘of letter head 


memorandtm. 


Enclosed for Yes Angeles is one copy of 
above report and one cépy of letter head memorandum. 


REFERENCE 


Report of SA L. KEATH WILLIAMS, dated 3/22/57, at 
Kansas City 


(FORM ws 
Identity of Mate of Activity File Where 
Source and/or Description Located 
of information . 
T-1 i Employment, residence instant repor 
Fo of subject 
i 3/3/57 | 
" 6/26/57 
‘3 10/21/57 
" 12/16/57 
. Subject's status with Instant report 
party 
Used to characterize REUBEN BLACKBURN, EUGENE JOHNSON ang 
JAMES WRIGHT | /o0- 2.6 IK 73d 


2-Burean (Ene. 8)(100- 354572) (Ri) 
CDLos Angeles (Enc. Se O-26283) (RM) | 
i-Kansas City <A60=3 17) 


LEW ink 
(6) 
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KC 100-1717 
Identity of Date of Activity 


Source and/or Descripti 
of Info on 

T-2 is 6/10/57 

EDMUND J, 

LEVERONI, 

Manager 


Columbia Avenue 
Branch, American 
-Trust Company, 
San Francisco 


4/11/44 


LEADS 
LOS ANGELES: (INFORMATION) 


An informational copy 


File Where 
Located 


100-1717-228 


100-1717=228 


of this report is” 


pdctel | designated for Les Angeles, inasmuch as subject 
Ss 


spen 


aes 
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the winter each year at Long Beach, California. 


Saeed: 


FD-30§ (1-29-58) 


wollen 2 yo FOIA (b) (7) 
EC 100-1717 : 


1. Subject's name is included in the Security Index 
. 2.[-4] The data appearing on the Security Index card ar 
. current. 
3.{__] Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau, 
4, A suitable photograph [XX] is [[_] is not availablle. 
Be el canerul consideration has been given to each source 
~~ concealed and T symbols. were utilized only in thos 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
ss: + be concealed, 
6. To Subject 1s employed te a key facility and 
is. charged with security responsibility. 
agencies are 


1 = This report is classified —eonFidential | - becausd 


(state reason) 


it contains information received from confidential 
informants, the disclosure of which would jeopar 
their security and adversely affect the nerionat 
security. 


Interested 


8 .CX] Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 


9. [__] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. . 

10. %] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 


subject is a dedicated Communist whe continues to 
support the CP program and front causes; circulate 
and pareve literature. 


“NW 52981 Docid:34364360 Page 71 


bi we c eae 
STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


es FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


Office ‘Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : SAC, Los Angeles (1000-26113) ~~. ATE: 12/17/58 


"FROM apie Kansas City (100-1717) 


suBJECT: OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON — 
SM-C 


‘ 


As the Los Angeles Office is aware subject is on the 
Security Index of the KanSas City Office and during the past 
several years has made Arips to southern California to reside 
for the winter season. aa ; Z 


advised on 12/10/58 that subject left Kansas 
City vie railroad on 11/24/58 for Long Beach, Calif. /Informant 
understood subject would again stay at the Island View apart-— 
ments, 841 West Seaside Blvd., Long Beach, Calif. Informant 
related that it was his impression that subject would remain at 
this location until about March, 1959. 


Los Angeles is requested to verify subject's residence 
at Dede Beach, _ , ; 


REGISTERED MAIL 
LKW: lib : eM 
(3) 


Pe : SEARCHED... 
: SERIALIZE 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-354572) V71/59 
SAG, LOS ANGELES (100-26113) 


OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
SMe 


O00: UANSAS CITY 


Reference Kansas City letter te Les Aageles, 
dated December 17, 1 O58. 


On January 6, 1959, St was ascertained from 
ROBERT POTTHAFF, manager ef the Island View Apaytmenta, 
841 West Seaside Bouléyvard, Long Beach» balifovaia, that 
captioned 4s presently pesiding there in spartment 20. 
ie, POTTHAFF also advised the captioned is apparently 


retired, inasmuch es he spends his days playing "shuffle a 
board” on the apartment courts, ie 
Ss 


logical informants who ere familier with some 
phases of CP activity in the Long Beach area, contacted 
Jenuory 5 and 7, 1959, advised that they bed no knowledge 
ef esetions activities, if any, In the CP movement. 


In view of the foregoing,Kansaa City is requested 
te subolt Form FD 126, 


: 12 = Buregu 
Ep Lws Banses City (100-1717) 
pe BOS Ange les 


(00 261 [8 — 3 
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FD-122 (Rev. 11-23-56) 
STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


a 


To t Director, FBI (1004354572) ae DATE: 3/14/89 
FROM : SAC, 


Kaneas ae (10021717) 


sie Loa OFIS WILLIAM JOUNSON 


. She Cc 
re Sher Kansas City = 60 
: pes); It-is ‘récommended that a Security : 135) 4 ; wae. The Sécurity: Index Card’on the 
_- Index Card be prepared on the es ; hy Ges ; ; " captioned individual should be 
' above- captioned individual. ‘ : : : ‘ changed as follows: (specify 
Fe Be ): 


anne’ only 


rae 


Name Ee a Poe A 


Aliases ~ 


(en eee Born ; a ae Than 9 . Co Janten, : el 
ES : : [Toocione Workers Barty. . aad ee ee fer. 
[Inectonnn (specify) — are ~~ ——- = 


Date of Birth a | Place of Birth 


I 
| Business Address (show name of employing concern and address) 


Key Facility Data 


Geographical Reference Number -_. - ae os -..Responsibility — 


Interested paenerns Y 


R esidence Address. 


i 10) - Dbila- 
Route 2, Spring Hill, Es., (permanent) ee " 


Island Nerd ee! pee et ae et oe 


2 ae Sitenu CRE) 
Los Angeles (200626113) (info) (RM) 
sas City — 


REGISTERES MAIL 


bmg (4) 
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[EERE 


. , * 


1/14/59 


‘Re Los Angeles. letter to Bureau 1/7/59. 


Enclosed to Bureau are two copies of FQ-122 and li 
copy is being furnished Leos Angles for information. 


In view of the fact that information is in 
possession of the Kansas City Office that subject intends 
to return to his permanent address in Kansas City Division 

_by approximately 4/1/59, FD-128, SHARE TRE. Office of Origin 
is net being submitted, 


FD-122 is being submitted to reflect the Long 
Beach, California, address as a temporary address. 


in the event information comes to the attention 
of the Los Angeles Office relative to. subject retufning to 
Kansas City, Los Angles is requested to advise Kansas City. 
Likewise, Kansas City will hes los Angeles of his return ; 
to permanent address in Kansas . 


2 — Bureau (enek. 2) (BH). 
C2.— los Angeles Rhesahes? (encl. 1} (RM). toe 
1 - Kansas City | vA 


aoe 


ee ee ee 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


é 


Office ‘Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO + SAC, LOS ANGELES. (100-26113) DATE: 3/26/59 | | 


FROM 


SUPERVISOR M. Be PASH 


SUBJECT: 


OTIS WILLIAM. JOHNSON 
SM = GC , 
00: Hansas City 


Re KC let to Director, dated 1/1)/9. 


_. Relet advised subject, who has been residing at Apt. 
20, Island View Apartments, 81 West Seaside Boulevard, Long 
Beach, intends to return to his permanent address in Kansas 
City Division by approximately 4/1 759 om | 


LEAD 

AT LONG. BEACH 

Will contact ROBERT POTTHAFF, manager of the above apartment: . 
house, re subject's residence. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-354572) 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-26 
Pere vprcemenaner ; 


4/9/59 


OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
sti « ¢ 


O00: KANSAS CITY 


Re Kansas City/letter to Bureau, Lf /5 
Mr. ROBERT 


Accorging to Mr, POTTHOFP, subjectts and son, 
ROBERD, also departed Long Beach with subject. | The latter 
Stated he had given up his job on the West Coast and would, in 
the future, b¢ helping his father and mother onl the & rm. 


The following logical info and 

were contacted 4/6/59, and » 4/7/59, each 

of whom is familiar with the CP movement Im the Long Beach area, 
but neither had any knowledge of OTIS JOHNSON's current sympathies 
or CP activities, | 


| : Inasmuch as,Long Beach, California is not a permanent 
: address, arn FPD-le2 istbei & submitted by Los|Aanreles, AAC AS City 
: : hour verify And submit Fd- Ar 
: | 2 - Bureau (REGISTERED) 

,° Kanisas City (Info)(100-1717) 
Ife Los Angeles 
“EDT: ise Pa 


: WW pp 26/3 —KO Ww 
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2 » Bureau CRE) Ceey 
CD= tes Angeles (100-26113) (Gator kau 


PD-122 (Rev. 11-23-56). 

STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ia or es ae 

Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
To : Director, FBI (1000354572) at) DATE: 4/1/59 
FROM : SAC, Kansas ay) (10041727) 


SUBJECT: OTIS WILLIAM JOBNSON | 
SHe= C 
‘Ransas _Gity = 00 


ee It is recommended that'a Security a : , mi eA Ba Eg The Security Index Card on the 
‘Index Card be prepared.on the . ote Ge - ; captioned individual should be 
above-captioned individual. . , / ; : : changed as follows: (specify 


change only): 


Name 


Aliases 


ae eee Born ee Perr : aa 
[—Teommunist [socialise Workers Party : ( Tiraapevcent Socialist League 


| a ree eee (specify) 
Sex 
Ld rap for Detcom . . : [alate fea] Female 


Date of Birth ; Place of Birth 


Business Address (show name of employing concern and address) 


Key Facility Data 


Geographical Reference Number __ : —_____._ Responsibility 


. Interested Agencies 


Residence Address 


Route 2, Spring Hill, Rs. . / Vo > 263° / 


FE NBEKE 


J Sennen Jeueg PIO 
= APR /@ 1959 


— LOS ANGELES. 7/7 


1 = Kansas City : . 
REGISTERED MAIL ig ae 
hmg (4) _ 
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sm ie - o- - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF ad 
Re ing: Office Office of Ori ‘| Date Investiggtive.Period ; 4% 
KANSAS CITY KANSAS CITY | 4-17-59 = “ir elias ! 
TITLE OF CASE * 23 fs . . : < or = “Roper iim WILLIANS | Tyegeer 
OTis WILLIAM JouNSON ; |" GHRRACTER OF CASE 
Foaiee) "SECURITY MATTER +e 
. i Nae * - 
| 
oa May © Hepdnt of. Special’ Agent’ iL. ERITH WILLIAMS 
P56 dated. 4 Apeey 11, 1958, ‘at Kansas Gaty, ‘Missouri. : 
Le. | 
\ | 


Approved . Hes Special Agent 


Do not write in spaces below 


In Charge 
Copies made: : 


4 = ireau (100-854572) (newts tered) 
= Los: Angeles ' (1200-26113) ak 
(Information) (Registered) — . 
3 - Kansas City (100-1717) 


; SEARCHED ssp 
SERIALIZED 


Property of FBI - This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. : 


W U..8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICEr 1958" O-—-344750 ... 
Nae f 


es ~ fa NB re ad aod > £2) VES A Z > | 
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KC 100-1717 


INFORMANTS: 


‘Identity of source 
“RC Pi is : 


Used 6 characterize. 
Bugene Johnson, . ‘Jerome ty his 
Pearson, . and the. Bugene fe 
v. Debbs: ‘Council of) 
Kansas ‘City 


‘ 4 ae , ay : 
ah Bi ee 1, 


KC %-2 is ‘Hiram. Walker) ‘i; 
assistant manager, | 
Columbus. “Avenue, Branch, 


100-717-253... 


San Francisco, anne 
(by request) — 


KC T=3 is 100-1717-228 


KC i-4 is 


KC T-S is Stephen K. louie, 100-1717=-258 
(by request), ; 
administrative assistant 

Translation Section, 

U. S. Customs, © 

San. Francisco, ‘Call fornia: 


ADMINESTRATIVE: #8 
a information copy of this report is being — 


designated for Los Angeles inasmuch as: subject spends 
the winters of each year an Long Beach,’ California, 


ee 
"(COVER PAGE) 
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FD-305 (1-29-58) = ~ FOIA (b) (7) 


se 8 FIG 


‘ PAS 


L eq Subject's name is included in tne Security index: 
eC] The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current. 
“3 cay Changes’ on’ the Security Index card are necessary. 
te ae and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the. ‘Bureau. 
4 [OETA suitable photograph [] is [__] is not’ available. 
5.[ &] Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the | Sources mus 
buat te 2 Oe concealed.” . 
6. [J Subject. is employed in a “Key ‘facility. and - pos 
is charged with: security responsibility, THESrSs ed 
_ vagencies are. xs 
Toe) This report is: classified cou 
x (state: reason). aa ie 


‘ppeealiee 


it eontains data. poported: ‘from 1, ‘2, 23, 
T-4, and T~5 which could reasonably result in 
identification. of. confidential. informants. 

of continuing value. and compromise ‘futere- 

: et feeti veniee: theréof. 


or iresl Subject was, “not reinterviewed because (state reaspn) 


“6, J This case no. Toner meets the seeinaey: Index criteria 
‘and a letter has been directed to, the Bureau recom- 
mending. cancellation of the Security Index card. 
“10, [x | This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
- Security Index. criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 


subject is a dedicated eoumuniet who. ¢ontinues 

to support the program of the Communist Party 
_ and front causes, te purchase. literature, and 
to air his: Communis at RTnerine® to. ABS Publié, 


sitet Peas eee Sis «es Seiaeed) eee) a 
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Copy to: 


Report of: 
Date: 


File Number: 


Title: 


Character: 


Synopsis: 


This document contains, neither recommendations nor conclusions of any y kind. It is the property of the FBI, and is a loan to your agency; 


_FD~204 (Rev. 9-23-18) she = 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Ls KEITH WILL TANS. ea fad Orns ‘KANSAS CITY 
4m Ta59 | “i AM Atig Gere GF 
KC 100-1717, | Bufile: 100-354572 


orts WILL TAM JOHNSON 


- Subject. Sesbded. on ‘Rural Route 2, Seine Hill, 
Kansas : 


md continues to: be self-employed as° °°" 
, Confidential informants report that 


subject ‘continues ‘to associate with Conmunists 


in the Kansas City area, subseribe to Communist 
Aateretiedy and ‘express pro-Communist. views, 


it and/or its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 16—74625-1 - \GPo 


\ 


Sa SES, On ea gs a ds i rtrd op gs sa bate 
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Hebi toned | and Baploynent 


#4, 


KC 100-1717 


_ DETAILS: 


BACKGROUND | 


ae ae 


Credit and. Criminal 


“FLORENCE: stewart, clerk, credit Bureau of Greater 


‘Kansas eaiys which bureau covers Spring Hill, Kansas, advised 


on April 4, 1959, subject has a satisfactory eredit record 
meek that bureau. er 


‘Deputy. Sheri fz ROMANO JONES, Joknson County 


ee Office, which office covers Spring Hill, Kansas, 
advised on April 9, 1959, that records of that department 


do not weston’ any. record identifiable with Bubject:. 
COMMUNIST AND-RELATED ACTIVITIES 


The Communist Party of the United States of 
America has ‘been designated by the Attorney General of — 


s the United. ‘States puTenEae to Executive Order 10450. 


KC TH1 advised on April 22, 1958, that. on April 8, 
1958, a.copy of the bulletin announcing the formation of the | 
Eugene VY. Debbs Council was mailed to the subject, inviting 
him to participate in its activities. - 


KC T-1 advised on. January 16, 1958, that on 
January 13, 1958, the Eugene V. Debbs Council of Kansas 
City was organized for the purpose of providing lectures, 
literature, and a meeting place for persons interested in 
Socialism. KC Tl. stated this organization was instigated 
and. is. dominated. by Communist Party members from the Kansas 
City area.who are. utilizing Communist. literature in the 
program of this organization. 


“2 
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KC 100-1717 


“KC Ta2 advised on June 2, 1958, that on 
May 15, 1958; subject made a $3 contribution to the 
Powell-~ ‘Schuman Defense Fund. 


Mx, EDWIN H, HRIIER, Western Employers Sevuice. 
Incorporated, 995 Market Street, San Francisco, California, 
advised on September 25, 1956, that JOHN WILLIAM POWELL in 
August... 1956, informed: ‘Aim that the Powell- ‘Schuman Defense 
expenses for himself; “SYLVIA POWELL, | and’ SULTAN: SCHUMAN’ 
in connection with their forthcoming: trial ‘for violation 
of the sedition laws of. the United States. Mr. HEIMER 
also stated POWELL: mentioned that CHARLES MATIOX was . 
Veeneures of this organization. 


‘The. wesanas of the United’ States District. iceeh 
San Francisco, California, reflect that on April | 25, 1956; 
an indictment was returned by’ the Federal Grand Jury’; | San 
Francisco, California, charging JOHN and SYLVIA POWELL, 
of San Francisco,..and JULIAN SCHUMAN, of New York City, - 
with sedition and/or conspiracy to. commit sedition. The 
indictment charged that the POWELLS and. SCHUMAN | while 


associated with the "China Monthly Review’, ‘ Shanghai, 


China, from 1950° to.1953° caused to. be. printed in this 
magazine false. statements, which among | other things accused 
the United States of conducting gern. warfare. 


The defendants. were brought to trial in Federal 
District Court, San Francisco, California, on January 26, 
1959. On January 30, 1959, a. mistrial was: declared in 
this case, . following which the defendants were charged 
with treason in connection with their activities during 
the course of the Korean war. 


The dotenenate. have ic as yet been tried on 
these oak ah 


‘Ke. T+3. ‘advised on eer il, 1944, that CHARLES 


MATTOX was then a member of the Echo Park Branch, Mid-town 
eee Los emeeree foeeey souentes Party. 


oe 
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KC 100+1717 


| KC Tel advised on September 5, 1958, that on 
this date EUGENE JOHNSON, subject's son, obtained a 
subseription to the "Worker" for subject. 


The "Worker" is an east coast Communist weekly 
newspaper... 7 ! 1S wh 


KC f-1 advised on September 5, 1958, that EUGENE 
JOHNSON was 2 member of the Kansas City group of the 
Coumunist Party. — pe wt 

On September 25, 1958, JOHN HERRINGTON, Radio 

Station WDAF; Kansas City, Missouri, made available a 
letter to the Kansas City Office received by MEL MAINES, 
newscaster at the broadcasting station, from subject dated 
September 24, 1958, in which subject. was extremely critical 
of news releases broadcasted by MAINES concerning, the. 
Formosa straits crisis. Subject informed in his letter 
jhe considered the Chinese Communists to be legally right 
in this controversy. 


RC T-4 advised on October 10, 1958, that during 
September, 1958, subject received a request to renew his 
subseription ‘to ‘the "Peking Review". 


_ Ke T-5 advised that the "Peking Review" is a 
pro-Chinese Communist publication. 


On October 28, 1958, ROBERT HIGBY, announcer, 
Radio Station WDAF, Kansas City, Missouri, received a 
‘letter from subject dated October 27, 1958, which he 
made available to the Kansas City Office. Subject in 
his letter criticized HIGBY for HIGBY's broadcast of a 


e 


report concerning the Chinese Communist hit parade. 
Subject accused HIGBY of representing the position.of 
enuslavers and exploiters, and slobbering, hypocritical 
Christianity, Subject informed HIGBY that China under 
the leadership of Mao Tse Tung is en the road to great 
achievement. a, rn ee 


KC F-l advised on November 25, 1958, that 

on November 21, 1956, JEROME PEARSON requested subject 

to contribute $5 per month to the Communist Party in 
Kansas City. Subject told PEARSON his financial position 
was "bad"; consequently, he could not afford to make 

this contribution, Z Ay 


er 


Mee KC. el pavixed ‘on  Movenber 21, 1958, “that! 
JEROHE PEARSON is-a member: of the Kansas. City hal | 
of the Communist siee = 3 a 


¢ 


uo Him 
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SFederal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Bepertauert of Sustice 4 


Ke 100-1717 | 
oe ‘Kansas city, Missourd 
“April 17,1959. 


Tis WILLIAN JOHNSON 
_ SECURITY MATTER | Oa x 


, T1 die 15, whew ddentities:} are concealed 
in the report. of. Special “Agent L. KEITA WILLIAMS dated 
April 17 , 1959, at Kansas’ ‘City, Missouri, have: furnished 
reliable information: ‘te the Psst: sia vane oS 


ate, a This menewaceiden 4g. ‘yeaned: to: you ‘ger your 
intoruation and should not be aistripeted outside ‘She. _ 
agency ‘to whi ch. tenes a 


i 
rn eae 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


Office Memorandum ¢ WNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


a 


TO : SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-261 DATE: 93/25/60 


Nos : SAC, KANSAS CITY (100-1717) 


suBjEcT: OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
SM - C 


00: Kansas City 


Re Los Angeles letter dateA@ 4/9/59, 


On 3/21/60, advised that captioned 
subject was currently spending his vacation at the Island 
View Apartments, 841 W. Seaside Boulevard, Long Beach; 
California. The subject is not .currently employed and 
will return to Kansas City to his permanent residence, 5 
Route 2, Spring Hill, Kansas, approximately §/1/60.  — be: 

- fs 


LEADS 


LOS ANGELES OFFICE: 
AT LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 


Will verify subject's temporary residence at the [| 
above address to contact logical informants familiar with 
Communist Party activities in the Long Beach, Californig 

area regarding activities of the subject. 


G Los Angeles (RM) vi Jil 
1 i ; 
RE 


Kansas City 


REK: s1h | | 
(3)_ 


Tate 5: fos 
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SAC, KANSAS CITY (100-1717 | 4/11/60 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-26113) 


OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
SM - C 
00: Kansas City 


Re Kansas City letter ed 3/25/60 to Los Angeles. 


On 4/7/60, ROBERT POTTHOFF, Manager of the 
Island View Apartments, 841 W. Seaside Boulevard, Long 
Beach, California, advised that} OTIS JOHNSON had visited 
the West Coast residing at the/ Island View Apartments in 
Long Beach but had departed 4/1/60 stating his intention 
to return home to Route 2, Spring Hill, Wansas. 


Logical informants who are generallly familiar 
with Communist Party activities in the Long Beach area 
advised they had no knowlédge of OTIS JOHNSON's activities, 
if any, in the Communist/Party movement at Long Beach, 
California. Informants /contacted were as follows: 
on 4/5/60, by SA\EMERY D, TURNER; 
on 4/6/60, by SA EMERY D. TURNER; 


on 4/7/60, by SA EMERY D. TURNER. 


In view of the foregoing, no further action is 
contemplated by the Los Angeles Office. 


-Kansas City (RM) 
(Clos Angeles 


7% mga? 


eo 


A 
> va #7), oe : 5 of, Ak 
A LD = ka lS z S : 
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: Puce ene . E > 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
: Reporting Office ehh “<1 Office of Origin . Date oo Investigative Period 
KANSAS CITY | KANSAS CITY | 4/14/60 2/19 = ah3 70: 
TITLE OF CASE Report made by Typed By: 
- _ SA ROBERT E, KENT cw 
Z ‘a ae ' CHARACTER OF CASE” ES oe 
OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON ee = 
; eae we : ‘Su = C: 
Sysonse: | 
REFERENCE: | | Z 7 
“ Report of: SA L. KEITH WILLIAMS, dated 4/17/59 at Kaneas City. 
Kansas City letter to Los Angeles, dated 3/25/60. (inter-office) 
ate oe 
LEADS: LOS ANGELES DIVISION: ( INFORMATION) 
. Leads are currently outstanding in the Los Angeles 
Office per referenced letter. One copy of this report is. 
furnished for the assistante of the Los Angeles Office and/as 
subject spends the winters of each year in Long Beach, California. 
. ne t 
KANSAS CITY DIVISION: - ; 
AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI sed ae 5! | fy | 
« . a e = a eee th 
Approved Cand hs Adin ha 2 ae aes ia “ pee = . i is ect A Witton 047, Oe below se if 
Copies made: po eee L \V. fs 
{ /00 2 cU/ Rae 
a. = Bureau (100-354572) me 
(REGISTERED MAIL MAIL) 
“ore Angeles ((100-26113) 
(Info) (REGISTERED MAIL MAIL) 


3 ~ Kansas City (100-1717) 


{ 


Property of FBI - This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to -be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 
4 U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1958 O-—344750 
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- 


JEROME PEARSON 


KC 100-1717 


INFORMANTS ? 


identity of Source File Where Located 


Residence, employment 
and status of health, 
instant report 


Characterizes EUGENE JOHNS 


100=1717-265 


B. 
(COVER PAGE) 


a”. Bets 4 — 
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FD-305 (Rev, 10-14-58)» va : , FOIA(b) (7) - (D) : 


1.[H]] Subject's name is included in the Security Index, 
2.[8_] The data appearing on the Security Index card ar 
current, 


3.[.. ] Changes on the Security Index card are necessary | 
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to.the Bureau, 
4x] A suitable photograph [#] is [_] is not available, 
5.[& ] Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in thos 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 
6.[-__] Subject is employed in a key facility and tn 
is charged with security responsibility. Intereste 
agencies are 


7.L&%] This report is classified Confidential ; because 


(state reason) 


It contains data reported from T-1 and T-2 which coul 
reasonably result in identifiction of these current, 

active, confidential informants to the detriment of 

the internal security of the United States. * 


8.[x] Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 


9.Lx] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 

10.[__] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 


ll.[( gy] Subject's St card [ ] is [x] is not tabbed Detcom. 
[x ]His activities [| do [gx |] do not warrant Detcom tabbing. 


ce 
(COVER PAGE) 


Biel By Ine Hus = ee te tt 
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FYD=204 (Rev. 9-23-58) é Be a 
c 4s 
- UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: 
Date: 


Office: Ra memes City 


Re Meares EC 100-1717; Bugile 100-354572 


Title: OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
a Character: SECURITY MATTER a € 
Synopsis: 


Subject continues to reside at RR #2, Spring Hail, 
Hansas, and to be self-employed as a farmer, Confidential 
informants report subject made contribution to "The Yorker" 
fund drive and was subseriber to “fhe Worker" in 1959. En. 

dune 1959, subject reportedly purchased copy of "Few World 
Review", Oo . 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of any kind. f¥ is the property of the FBI, and is a loan to your agency; 
‘ jt and/or its contents are not fo be distributed outside your agency. 16—74625-1 GPO 
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SE Tae, AE ere ee ae 


EC 100«1717 


DETAILS: 
. BACKGROUND 
Employment: 


On April G, 1960, RC ToL fAvined that OTIS WILLIAM 
JOHNSON was. currently sclf-omployed as a farmer at his farm 
lecated Rural Route 2g Spring maak Kansas. ; 


Residenoe; 


On Doeoubor 10, 1958, KC Bad davined OTIS WILLIAM 
JSOUNSON departed Kansas City November 24, 1958, to reside 
at Island View Apartments, 841 Yest Seaside Boulevard, 

Long Boach, California. JOHNSON was oo to remain at 
this address. until March 1959.. : 


Gn April 4, 1959, Mr. ROBSAT senaiee , Manager, ! 


‘Island View Apartments, Long Beach, California, "advised that 
. the subject, his wife and his sen ROBERT departed Long Beach, 


California, March 26, 1959, stating intention to roturn ¢o his 
farm in Eansas, 


On April 2, 1959, EC Tl advised that OTIS VILLIAM 
SGHRSON had returned to hig residence at his. aaa Rural Poute 
#8, Spring Hill, Kansas. 


6n Pebruary 19, 1960, and March 21, 1960, KC Tel 
advised that OTIS WILLIAM JOUNSON was currently spending 
his winter vacation at Islaad View Apartments, Long Beach, 
California, The subject was not currently employed and was 
expected to return to his farm approximately April 1, 1966. 


Om April 6G, 1060, BC Pod advised that OTIS WILLIAM 
JOBNSON was currently residing at his farm in ne Halil, 
Ranges. 


Status of Health: 


On April G, 1960, He Gad ndvined that OTIS WILLIAM 
JOHNSON was 76 years of age and due to advanced age was. not 
in good health. EC T-1 stated JOHNSON would be unable ‘to . 
bandie his farm work alone in the future or for more than the 
next. season. 
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BE 100-1727_ 


CONNECTION WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY 

‘Bags Conmanist Party » USA, ite subdivinions, 
subsidiaries and affiliates have been designated /by the 
“Attorney Genoral of the United States iii to the 
Executive Order. 10450... 


Miscellaneous: ~_ 
(On April is, 1969; gé oe advised - the ¢ as of 
heey 6, 1056, JEROME (JERRY) PEARSON, in connection with 
a current fund drive en behalf ef “The Werker') made the 
‘suggestion that a number of persons be contacted for 
contributions te this fund drive as well as to the Communist 
Party. Among the persons mamed by DEARSON an this rogard 
wags OTIS. WILLIAM JOHREOM. 


. én April 15, 1959, EC Ti aaeoels! ed JERRY PEARSH 
as currently active in the Commufst } rty group in Kans 
City, Missouri, and as having been act Wave an communist, 

. Party affairs for some Years. 


"The Worker" ‘is an east coast Comm sawtyveskly 


newspaper. 
On April 22. 1959, EC Tel ¢ geod he had learned 
from that on occa Kod oe 
£968, HUGENE JOHNSON and JERRY PEARSON Visited the sub 


his fara at § pring Hill, Kansas. 


On “april 28, 1989, EC Tok ‘Adentatiod EUGENE JOHNSON 
ag currently active in the Communist Party group in 
Kensas City, Missouri, 


a On May 20, 1959, KC %3 advised the name OTIS W. 
JONNSCR, Springhill, Kanses, was indicated among the names and 
addresses of current subseribers maintained by “The Worker". 

23 Yeet 26 Street, New York City. 
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KE 100-1717 
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On June 22, 1959, KC 
recent] PLES asic: 


f-i advised that OTIS W. 
copy of “New World Review" 
& characterization of “New 
che appendix bere te. 


KC 100-1717 


“Rew World Review" — 


The Guide to Subversive Organizations and - 
Publications, House Document 226, revised and 
published as of January 2, 1957, by the Committee on 
Un-Auorican Activities, U. S. House of Representatives 
on page 106, reflects New World Review cited as an 
organization specializing in pro-Soeviet propaganda. 
Rt was, formerly known as 8evist Russia. Today. 


(internal Sécuraty Subcommittes of the 
Sonate Judiciary Committee, Handbook for 
Amoricans, Senate Document 117, April 23, 
1944, page 76).° 
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UNITED STATES eee Ne, OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU ‘OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 


FileNo.  19Qm1 717 Kansas city, Hissours 
April 14, 1960 


) 7 OTIS WILLEAM JOENSON 
i Ga SECURITY HATTER = C 


e Confidential informants whose identities 
are concealed in report of SA ROBERT Z. KENT, dated 
April 14, 1960, at Kansas City, Missouri, have 
furnished reliable information in the past. 


This momorandum is leaned to you for yous” 
information and should not be distributed 
outside the agency te which loaned. 


eas) eee tae 
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CSTIONAL FORM NO. 10 Ss a ae , ao 
5010—-104—01 


UNITED STATES GOV sRNMENT on 


Memorandum 


2 


=o - SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-26113) DATE: 11/29/60 


a 


FOIA (b) (7) 
mom ¥Eic, KANSAS CITY (100-1717) ; 


SUBJECT: OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
SM -C 


OO: Kansas City 


Re Los Angeles letter to Kansas City dated 
4/11/60. 


By letter dated 4/26/60, the Bureau requested. 
subject be retained in the Security Index at Kansas City. 
Subject's permanent residence is Route 2, Spring Hill, 
Kansas, an isolated farmhouse. There is need for a 
current photograph of subject, as subject has been ill 
and has not left his house so that he could be discreetly 
photographed. , 


Subject was en route ae 
the home of his son ROBERT JOHNSON, Island View Apart- ~ 
ments 841 West Seaside Boulevard, Long Beach, California, 
and.is not expected to return to Kansas City until spring. 


LEAD 


LOS ANGELES DIVISION: © 


AT _ LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 


Will verify subject's temporary residence at 
841 West Seaside Boulevard, determine is habits and 
obtain current photograph of subject™ 


a2? Los Angeles (RM)~ . 


1 Kansas City 
RPC:slh ; a 
(3) : 
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SAC, KANSAS’ CITY (100-1717) 1/25/61 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-26113)  PPOTA(b) (7) = (D) 

OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON ! 

SECURITY MATTER - C 

00: Kansas City | 

Reurlet 11/29/60. , 

Mr, ROBERT POTTHOFF, Managey//Island View 
Apartments, S41 West Seaside, apartm¢yy number 1, 

Long Beach, California, advised SA. b Greig R, CONLON 
on January 3, 1961, that JOHNSON resides in apart- 
ment number 18 at, this scuress and /B not SEB LOveG 

Attempts were made on/jafuary 3, 9, 1961, 
to ‘take JOHNSON's photograph wit negative results. 

His photo was taken on January 19,1961, by SAs JOSEPH R, 
CONLON and EMERY D,: TURNER. T} sa. ‘photos of JOHNSON 
and negative are rbetae forws rdea as enclosures. : 

The following he drhants who are familiar : : 
with Communist Party. membe¢s/and activities in the 
-Long Beach, California,/ayed were contacted,and 
advised JOHNSON has not gone to their attention 
during his stayin this Areas 

on/1/6/61 to SA JOSEPH a 

CONLON. - 

on 1/3/61 to SA JOSEPH R, 

CONLON. 

: : | 

| = sin 1/5/61’ to SA JOSEPH R, : | 

ON. ON ; ; \ 

fom core ae | 4 - : 
G a4 | «SEARCHED 


Sertaatiened 


SERIALIZED 4- 
firp 


me amsag City Ges LISREGISTRRED ) INDEXED 
Sie tee “anes eg . 


| - 4 a foOn- BOS PF me LI | 
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[FOIA (b) (7) 


SAC, Los Angeles (100-26118) = —-4/41/61 
SAC, Karisas City (100-1717) 


OTIS WILLIAM JOHNSON 
SECURITY MATTER —C- 


_ Kangas City - 00 
Bufile 100=854572 


On March-15 and 20, 1961,| _—=_—[whg has furnished 
reliable information in the past, furnished the/ following oral 
information to SA ROBERT BE. KENT: : er 


ee ae 


i: EUGENE V:.. JOHNSON spent a vacation wisiting his 
father, OTIS W. JOHNSON at Long Beach, Calif /, from 3/4/61 
to 3/15/61... During this, period OTIS W. JOHNSON continued 
to reside at the same address in Long Beach,/ Calif... which 
was 841.West Seaside. OTIS W. JOHNSON is ngt employed and 
attended forum lectures at the "University by the Sea" at 
Long Beach, Calif., on an almost daily basis. He was also 
a frequent speaker at this location and in /his speeches con-=- 
tinually favored Socialism or Communism as/opposed to capitalism 
and the United States. 4 ff ae 


‘SUGENE V. JOHNSON attended some/of these public: 


meetings or forums with his father while jwisiting at Long Beach. 


‘OTIS W.. JOHNSON plans to returp to Kansas City 
4/15/61 and will again reside at dis farm near Spring Hill, 
Ks. JOMNSON's health is not good due t¢@ his advanced age | 
and continues to prevent ‘him' from employment. or engaging 
in the operation of ‘his. farm. ‘Be now bas his farm land 
rented and has disposed of most of his /farm machinery. 


a 


9g = Les. Angeles (BY) 


4. — Kansas City 
2 ce: 10061717 
1 ce: 100-8449 (fugene Johnso. 
1 ez. 


(ey : | 


Yo A temy 
40% 1g 


, wh US ANGELES 


he 
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QO Oe ee. _ 
| 7 
‘ 


a“ 
| 
a . 


. om Joc Pf CaO 
1 Ze shasta ang _-k ‘heg. of OTIS WELLIAM JOHNSON. (1-18-61)«K 7 


Sf 60 of 


i 


| SEARCHED ......, INDEX 
SERIALIZED FLED 


OSC rreer? 


paaie.cseeedss "Ne. 
enabled 


JAN18 1961 


FBI ~ LOS ANGELES 
TIRE tery etter eee ree 
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sile NoK.GA RELL BVT 


SO -& 


eeooes egeenrw tuk 


To Be Returned 
Jescription: 
OK. oD 

O fig KW 


i ee 


7 


esfer fom 
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